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“In Every Thing Give Thanks” 
By K. Cameron Ward 


1 Thessalonians 5:18 
SE God for every twinge of pain; 
Praise God for loneliness and 
sorrow; 
For buried griefs that rise again; 


For haunting Past and dread Tomorrow. 


Must we give thanks? Can it be true? 
“This is God’s will concerning you.” 


Thank God for all the little stings; 
The angry scowl, the spiteful letter; 
Thank God for all frustrated things——" 


The love resigned, the hopeless fetter. 


To Thee for these all praise is due. 
“This is God’s will concerning you.” 


We know that we must patient be, 
And bear the cross without repining, 
But this is hard — too hard — and we 
Shrink, sore afraid, from such refining. 
O Christ, this thing we cannot do! 
“This is God’s will concerning you.” 


Dear Father, this is Thy command. 
We will obey. ‘Tis Thine appointing. 
It is not ours to understand 
This test supreme, this high anointing. 
Hear, sons of God, this message new — 
“This is God’s will concerning you.” 


Give Him All the Pieces 


What can be done with a broken 
heart? Much, if. it is placed in the 
proper hands. Everywhere about us to- 
day there are hearts shattered by un- 


kindness, injustice, marital unfaithful- 
ness, the prolonged illness of loved ones, 
and the mighty evils of war. It is not 
always easy to detect a broken heart, 
for many are hidden by conventionality, 
pride, natural reserve, shyness, or a 
brave determination to carry on. How 
few of us really know what agonizing 
thoughts trouble the minds of our 
friends, neighbors, fellow workers, and 
even our own loved ones in the hours of 
loneliness! “The heart knoweth his own 
bitterness” (Prov. 14:10), and there are 
times when it cannot even be explained 
to another. But there is One who under- 
stands, for He came “to heal the broken- 
hearted ... to set at liberty them that 
are bruised,” and He died of a broken 
heart. But He is the only one who can 
heal others, and in His pierced hands a 
broken heart is worth much more than 
a hard heart. In a recent book from 
England, “The Unknown God,” by One 
Who Loves Him, is this striking sen- 
tence: “God can do anything with a 
broken heart, provided He has all the 
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pieces.” There is the secret of healing. 
So a broken heart need not be the end 
of all, but the fallow ground of a blessed 
new beginning. Yes, He promises to 
give a new heart to those who believe 
on Him, but He cannot do that until 
He has the old one. When a man comes 
to the end of himself, sees his plans and 
hopes shattered, and squarely faces the 
awful potentialities of sin in his own 
heart, and turns in utter helplessness to 
God, then He can do something with 
him. For He has said, “I dwell in the 
high and holy plate, with him also that 
is of a contrite and humble spirit, to 
revive the spirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones” 
(Isa. 57:15). And when the Lord Jesus 
read the Scripture in the synagogue at 
Nazareth, telling the people that He 
had come to heal the brokenhearted, He 
read from that passage in Isaiah where 
He promises to give unto them that 
mourn “beauty for ashes, the oil of joy 
for mourning, the garment of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness.” 


oo 


What to Do in Trouble 


makes frequent use of Psalm 


A CERTAIN Christian physician 
50:15 in his @entacts with people 


~-%m trouble. It is one of God's gracious 
.guideposts and promises for times of 


trouble. “And call upon me in the day 
of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify me.” The doctor shows 
that verse to people in trouble, and 
often it results in his offering prayer 
for them concerning their particular 
need, prayer based on this promise. 
Of course we must not overlook the 
context. It stands linked to the pre- 
ceding verse: “Offer unto God thanks- 
giving: and pay thy vows unto the 
most High: and call upon” me in the day 
of trouble . . .” The Psalm is a protest 
against worship that is just empty form. 





——— 
Comfort for Dark Days 








“For God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind” (2 
Tim. 1:7). 














God wants something more than that. 
He wants a thankful heart, “offer unto 
God thanksgiving”; and He wants a 
faithful life, “pay thy vows unto the 
most High.” Then worship becomes ac- 
ceptable and prayer will .avail, “Offer 
... pay...and call upon me.. .” Cer- 
tainly people who live thankfully and 
faithfully are best prepared to pray 
effectively in the day of trouble. 

But past ingratitude and unfaithful- 
ness need not discourage us from ‘plead- 
ing Psalm 50:15 in our day of trouble. 
The past can be confessed. Pardon can 
be sought and found on the ground of 
Christ’s shed blood. We can ‘call a halt 
to the ingratitude and faithlessness. of 
our ungodly past, and finding the grace 
of God for the seeking, enter upon that 
thankful and faithful living that con- 
fidently calls upon God abott our 
troubles and looks to Him for deliver- 
ance. 

“Man is born unto trouble as the 
sparks fly upward,” said Eliphaz to 
Job, as though Job didn’t already’ know 
it! It is evident enough to us all. The 
day pf trouble comes to us all. If we 
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are spared at present, let us be thankful, 
but let us be prepared for trouble com- 
ing our way somewhere sooner or later. 
It is part of human experience in a 
world under a curse. It is part of 
Christian experience too. To become a 
Christian does not exempt us from 
trouble. It may keep us out of some forms 
of trouble, and doubtless will, but “in the 
world’ ye shall have tribulation” was 
Christ’s word to His followers, Some- 
times it is a needed discipline. We may 
as well then accept the fact that some 
measure of trouble will be the portion 
of even the godly. 

But our verse tells us what to do in 
trouble. We are to carry our troubles 
to God in prayer. “Call upon me in the 
day of trouble,” says God. And to have 
such a word from God Himself for the 
day of trouble is a great blessing. For 
one thing, it assures us afresh that God 
is, and that He is the rewarder of them 
that diligently seek Him, and of such a 
reminder’ we stand in need when over- 
whelmed by trouble. Under severe stress 
we may be tempted to doubt that there 
is a God who cares. But that is. but to 
intensify our trouble. To feel there is 
no One above and beyond man to whom 
to appeal but deepens the darkness into 
which our trouble has cast us. But here 
is God offering Himself to men in their 
day of trouble. There is a God, and the 
day of trouble is a great opportunity 
for proving that He is and that He is 
at hand, not remote and unaware or 
unconcerned about us and our need. 
He bids us look to Him in our trouble. 
He knows all about it, and stands near 
to help. “God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble” (Psa. 
46:1). 

The forces at work in the world are 
not all material. It is not blind fate that 
is in control. There is God. The highest 
power is His, and He urges men to prove 
this for themselves in their day of 
trouble by calling upon Him. If we will 
but do it in all faith and sincerity, we 
shall prove that God is, and that He is 
accessible, a rewarder indeed of them 
that Wiligently seek Him. 

But does it really work? It does. Our 
verse finds confirmation in experience. 
Where prayer is sincere and heartfelt, 
where men come humbly and repen- 
tantly to God in their trouble, God 
responds. “I will deliver thee,” is the 
promise, and in some form deliverance 
comes. Sometimes in the form asked, 
sometimes in another form according 
to the higher wisdom of God, but it 
comes. God does work in answer to 
prayer, and gives us occasion to glorify 

Here is the Apostle, distressed and 
handicapped by some “thorn in the 
flesh.” He calls to God in special prayer 
three times. God’s response in this case 
was “My grace is sufficient for thee: for 
my strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness” (2 Cor. 12:9). The thorn remained, 
but Paul now could say, “Most gladly 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


therefore will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me,” and he accepted 
the thorn for what it was intended to 
do. There was Paul’s deliverance — not 
from the thorn itself, but from being 
defeated by it. When he understood it 
was allowed lest he “be exalted” by the 
greatness of the revelations made to 
him, he had no complaint to make. He 
made the experience of the thorn a 
steppingstone to higher things. Deliver- 
ance came, though not in the form 
asked. 


God does deliver us in our trouble 
wher we cry to Him, either by granting 
what we ask, or by doing something 
else for us in our need that is more 
for His glory and our good. 

People proved this in the last war 
and people are proving it in this war. 
Did you ever note that great leaders 
in the last war were men-of prayer? 
Admiral Beattie wrote home from the 
British Grand Fleet urging the nation 
to give itself more earnestly to prayer. 
Earl Haig was a profound: believer in 
God and in the potency of prayer. 

And today the stories are coming in 
from all the fronts and all war-ridden 
lands of men in dire trouble calling on 
God and finding His help, sometimes in 
most striking deliverances. Even the 
secular magazines are featuring such 
stories, so many, so striking, and so 
well-authenticated are they. If all the 
testimonies that could be given in this 
regard could be gathered together from 
all who have prayed in the day of 
trouble in these war years, what vol- 
umes of witness to God’s power and 
faithfulness would be available! 


There is the case of the English mer- 
chant who, through war conditions, 
went bankrupt and lost his life savings. 
At almost sixty he found himself pen- 
niless, homeless, and workless. He had 
been out of touch with the church for 
years, but a minister learned of his 
plight, called on him, suggested prayer, 
and together they called on God about 
the plight of the merchant. The man 
began attending church. Both he and 
his wife accepted Christ. Prayer was 
continued and in some very remarkable 
ways God overcame their difficulties. 
The man found good employment and 
a suitable house was obtained. A son 
in the R.A.F. had been much concerned 
over his parents’ . misfortunes, but 
found comfort when his mother wrote 
of what great things God had done for 
them and said, “I have not. seen your 
father so happy since our marriage over 
twenty years ago.” 

Yes, it works. People are being helped 
to endure the strain of these days of war 
by calling upon God in their hour of 
need. The day of trouble is a day of 
opportunity, the opportunity of putting 
God and His promises to the test, the 
opportunity of entering on new experi- 
ences of His love, His power, and His 
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care. Someone has put it into these 
lines, entitled, “His Way to Bless.” 


If all my years were summer, could I 
w 


What my Lord means by His “made white 
as snow”? 


If all my days were sunny, could t say, 
“In His fair land He wipes all tears 
away”? 


If I were never weary, could I keep 
Close to my heart, “He gives His loved 
ones sleep’’? 


Were no graves mine, might I not come 
to deem 


The life eternal but a baseless drearh? 

My winter, and my tears and weariness, 

= my graves, may be His way to 
ess. : 


I call'them ills; yet that can surely be 

Nothing but good that brings my Lord to 

me. 

Are you in some trouble just now? 
Be sure it is intended to bring: your 
Lord to you, and to bring you to your 
Lord. Won’t you let it do so?’ 

We may not always know it, but our 
biggest trouble is our sin. And that our 
Lord effectively dealt with at the cross. 
And when we humble ourselves: to 
confess our sins, and to “trust in His 
redeeming blood,” we are forgiven, 
cleansed, brought into the family: of 
God. Then we can trustfully commit 
our way to the Lord, calling upon Him 
in the day of trouble, and we shall 
surely find that He does deliver, and 
we shall gladly glorify Him. 


Notes on Open Letters 


Divine Glory and Light 


I have been much impressed with your 
article, “Conversational Evangelism,” in 
your issue of March 4. Could you tell us 
the answer to the three questions in the 
last paragraph? They are certainly to the 
point.—An Ontario reader. 

The Editor asked the author of the 
editorial, a British Christian, to answer 
the questions. His replies to the first 
two are given below; but he writes, of 
the third, “It would take too much space 
to unfold the meaning of this great say- 
ing.” (“Because as he is, so are we in 
this world.”"—1 John 4:17. Alexander 
McLaren discusses this fully in his “Ex- 
positions.”) 

(1) What is the glory the Father gave 
to Christ, which our Lord gives us? 

The Archbishop of Canterbury in a 
delightful volume on John’s Gospel says 
it is the oneness or unity among Chris- 
tians. But the “oneness” our Lord spoke 
ef in John 17:21 and 23 is not that of 
unity but of likeness. “I and my Father 
are one,” said our Lord, i.e., one thing, 
one Being. Christ’s hand is God’s hand. 
“Neither shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. . .'. No man is able to 
pluck them out of my Father’s hand” 
(John 10:28, 29). Christ said, “He that 

(Continued on page 613) 
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The Pagan Roots of Modern 


Catholicism 
By ERNEST GORDON 


Tem HUNDRED years ago a keen 
Cambridge University scholar, Dr. 
Conyers Middleton, principal libra- 
rian of the University, visited Rome 
and wrote back to his friends in Eng- 
land “A Letter Shewing the Exact Con- 
formity Between Popery and Paganism: 
or the Religion of the Present. Romans 
to be Derived Entirely from That of 
Their Heathen Ancestors.” This letter 
fills seventy pages and was printed at 
the West End of St. Paul’s, London, 
1729. 

In his preface to the reader, Middleton 
tells us that hardly a day in Rome 
passed which did not afford fresh proof 
of his thesis. He had come to Rome to 
study its classical treasures, but eccle- 
siastical Rome constantly intruded upon 
his attention. “Its ceremonies appeared 
plainly to have been copied from the 
rituals of primitive paganism as if 
handed down by an uninterrupted suc- 
cession from the priests of old to the 
priests of new Rome.” They. recalled 
passages in the classics, so that when- 
ever present in their churches he saw 
himself looking “at some solemn act of 
idolatry in old Rome.” 


The Heathen Origin of Incense 


When entering a church his nostrils 
were assailed by the smell of incense. 
But heathen altars were seldom or never 
mentioned by the ancients without the 
epithet “incensed.” In some of their 
principal churches with a great number 
of altars and all of them smoking at 
once with the steam of incense, how 
natural to imagine oneself transported 
into a heathen temple as of the Paphian 
Venus described by Virgil: 

Her hundred altars there with garlands 

crowned 

And richest incense smoking, breathe 

around 

Sweet odors. 

So contrary at the beginning was 
the use of incense to Christian tradi- 
tion that the very method used by 
pagan persecutors for convicting a 
Christian was by requiring him to throw 
the least grain of it into the censer 
or on an altar. Under the Christian 
emperors it was looked on as’ so 
peculiarly heathenish that, by law of 
Theodosius, any house where incense 
was burned was confiscated by the gov- 
ernment. 

In Catholic churches a boy in surplice 
serves the priest with thuribulum, or 
censer. So on old bas-reliefs “we never 
fail to observe a boy in sacred habit 
(always white) attending the priest 
with a little box in his hand in which 
the altar incense was kept.” 


Many parallels between the ancient and 
moder trappings and ceremonies 


This is the concluding article in a 
series of four which show something 
of the inroads of paganism in the 
professing church. In the first three, 
Dr. Slocum ‘gave a bird’s-eye view 
of the gigantic counterfeits foisted 
on the world by Satan, while in this 
last, Mr. Gordon gives a more de- 
tailed view of the heathen origin 
of Romanism. 








The holy water stoup at the entrance 
of Catholic churches was also an ap- 
purtenance of the heathen temple. This 
aquaminarium, according to Pére Mont- 
faucon, was a vase of holy water at the 
entrance of pagan temples from which 
those entering sprinkled themselves. 
Croesus presented two such to the 
temple of Apollo at Delphi, one of gold, 
the other of silver. The custom of 
sprinkling themselves was so necessary 
a part of all pagan religious offices 
that pagan excommunication seems to 
have been a prohibition of the use of 
holy water. The holy water of pagan, 
as of papal, Rome contained salt. The 
sprinkling brush, aspersorium, of the 
older days resembles that of today, as 
coins and bas-reliefs show. The apostate 
emperor Julian in his hatred of Chris- 
tianity had the food in the markets 
sprinkled with pagan holy water, know- 
ing well that Christians would starve 
rather than touch it. Middleton, in 
speaking of the virtues and miracles 
ascribed to holy water by modern 
Romans, aptly quotes from Ovid’s Fasti: 

O easy fools to think that a whole flood 

Of water e’er can purge the stain of 

blood, 

and compares the sprinkling of horses 
in the Circensian Games with the bene- 
diction of horses at the Convent of St. 
Anthony in Rome in the month of Janu- 
ary, when priests’ in surplices at the 
church door sprinkle hundreds of horses 
with a brush and holy water. 

Then the candles. “They light up 
candles to God,” wrote the church 
father Lactantius of the heathen, “as 
if He lived in the dark. Do not they 
deserve to pass for madmen who offer 
lamps to the author and giver of light?” 

In the collections of old inscriptions 
we find many instances of donation 
from private persons of lamps and 
candlesticks for the altars of the gods. 
In the old Wren church of St. Magnus, 
near London Bridge, English ritualists 
may be seen any day buying and light- 
ing candles as an act of devotion, quite 
in the fashion of classical paganism. 
The old heathen altars were hung with 
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8 
votive objects and pictures representing 
cures and answered prayers. 

Now goddess, help, for thou canst help 

bestow, 

As all these pictures round thy altars 

show, 
quotes Middleton from Tibullus. Espe- 
cially crowded with such objects were 
the shrines of Aesculapius, the god of 
medicine. Polydore Virgil says of this 
practice, “In the same manner do we 
now offer up in our churches little 
images of wax, and as oft as any part of 
the body is hurt we presently make a 
vow to one of the saints to whom, on 
our recovery, we make an offering of 
that hand or foot in wax. A scrupulous 
man will question whether in this we 
imitate the supersitions of our an- 
cestors.” 

Middleton found so many of these 
pictures dedicated to the Virgin in 
Catholic churches that he applied, to 
those who paint for Catholic shrines, 
Juvenal’s remarks concerning the debt 
painters of such pagan votive offerings 
owed to Isis: 

As once to Isis, now it may be said 

That painters to the Virgin owe their 

bread. 

The inscriptions on these votive offerings 
he found to be verbal translations of 
the pagan originals. The vow is said 
to have been divinely inspired and ex- 
pressly commanded; the cure wrought 
by the visible apparition of the tutelar 
saint or by the notice of a dream. 

Middleton declares that Rome makes 
idolatry, which the first Christians 
looked upon as the most criminal part of 
paganism, the principal part of its wor- 
ship. He describes the holy image of 
Loretto: “Its face is as black as a 
Negro’s, therein resembling the idols of 
pagan antiquity which classical writers 
described as black with the perpetual 
smoke of lamps and incense.” 


Taking Over Pagan Deities 


Pagan deities have been baptized into 
the church amd appear as Christian 
saints. “In the church of St. Agnes they 
shewed me an antique statue of a young 
Bacchus which, with a new name and 
some little change of draping, stands 
now worshiped under the title of a 
female saint.” The Pantheon, dedicated 
to Jove and all the gods, was piously 
reconsecrated by Boniface Fourth to the 
Virgin and all the saints. The little 
temple of Vesta, mentioned by Horace, 
is now possessed by the Madonna of the 
Sun; that of Fortuna Virilis by Mary 
the Egyptian; that of Saturn by St. 
Adrian; that of Romulus and Remus in 
the Via Sacra by Cosmas and Damianus. 
At the foot of Mount Palatine between 
the Forum and Circus Maximus, on the 
spot where Romulus was said to have 
been suckled by the wolf, stands a little 
round temple. In this stood the statue 
of the wolf and the sucklings, and in 
pagan days it was visited by mothers 
and nurses with sickly infants with the 
conviction that there health and vigor 
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was to be found. When this temple was 
transformed into the church of Theo- 
dorus, the custom of presenting children 
at the shrine continued on through the 
centuries, and Middleton says: “As oft 
as I looked into this church, ten or a 
dozen women could be seen, each with 
a child in her lap, sitting with silent 
reverence before the altar of the saint 
in expectation of his+miraculous in- 
fluence on the health of the infant.” 
These changes of name were made 
with as little abruptness as possible. A 
Roman temple to Apollo is supplanted 
by .a church of St. Apollinaris. The 
temple of the Bona Dea, or Good God- 
dess, is now dedicated to the Madonna. 
Where once was a temple pf Mars now 
stands a church dedicated to Martina 


with the inscription (translated by 
Middleton), 
Mars hence expelled; Martina, martyred 
maid, 
Claims now that worship which to him 
was paid. 


An altar to St. Baccho and others to 
saints with such names as Quirinus, 
Romula and Redempta, Nymphia, Mer- 
curius, and the like, suggest the easy 
passage from pagan Rome to papal 
Rome. A monastery on Mt. Soracte gets 
its appropriate name of S. Oreste (S. 
being the Italian abbreviation for 
Saint). Thus this holy mountain stands 
under the protection of a patron whose 
being is just as imaginary as that of 
its old guardian Apollo. 

Various illustrations are given as to 
how saints are made. In Spain a St. 
Viar attained at one time great popu- 
larity. When search was made for the 
reason, a*stone was produced with the 
antique lettering “S Viar,” which the 
antiquaries readily saw to be a small 
fragment of some old Roman inscription 
in memory of one who had been Prae- 
fectuS VIARum, or overseer of the high- 
way. So in Catholic England the St. 
Amphibolus, who was supposed to be a 
companion saint to St. Albans, was 
traced to amphibolus, a name used to 
signify a rough, shaggy coat which 
ecclesiastical persons wore in that age. 
St. Amphibolus, then, instead of being 
a co-worker of St. Albans, was that 
worthy’s ulster. 

So St.” Veronica’s name can be re- 
solved into vera icon, or true picture. 
Veronica was the legendary woman 
whose handkerchief relieved the bloody 
sweat of our Lord on the way to Gol- 
gotha and retained the true picture of 
his face. Two of these cloths exist in 
two different ‘Roman churches, but the 
saint herself disappears in the. two 
words, vera icon. 

Old Rome had its gods of the street 
and highway, worshiped at wayside 
shrines. These, too, were rebaptized 
and the old Hecate in triviis became 
the Maria in Triviis, a church observed 
by Middleton. Huge wooden crosses by 
the roadside, covered with wreaths and 
votive offerings, replace the old tree 
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trunks such as the one Ovid mentions, 

With ribbons, garlands, pictures covered 

o’er, 

The fruit of pious vows from rich and 

poor. re 

The universal opinion of the heathen 
was that the gods in a peculiar manner 
loved to reside on eminences or tops of 
mountains, the “high places” of Scrip- 
ture. This is reflected in the fact that 
almost every lofty rock about Rome 
has an oratory or altar or crucifix upon 
it. It also explains the wrath of the 
Vatican that heretic Methodists should 
have built a church on the Monte 
Mario, overlooking the Vatican. 

The account which Apuleius gives of 
a religious procession in classic Rome 
might well pass for that of a papal pro- 
cession, — priests in surplices with wax 
candles in their hands, carrying a 
Thensa, or image of a god, followed by 
youths in white linen surplices, singing 
hymns in honor of the god whose fes- 
tival they were celebrating. Middleton 
saw a Lenten procession of flagellantes 
and recalled the fanatical priests of 
Bellona and of Isis, who slashed and cut 
themselves in order. to please the god- 
dess by the sacrifice of their own blood. 

Rome in Middleton’s day abounded 
in images that spoke, or shed tears, or 
bled. Here is an image of the Virgin 
which reprimanded Pope Gregory for 
passing by her too carelessly; here a 
crucifix which spoke to St. Bridget; 
here a madonna statue which praised 
the piety of one of her votaries. “And 
did not the image of Fortune do the 
same in pagan Rome when it spoke 
twice in praise of those matrons’ who 
had dedicated a temple to her? A 
church to St. Mary the Weeper and an 
image of the Saviour which wept re- 
call the statue of Apollo which, as Livy 
records, on the approach of some public 
calamity, wept .for three days and 
nights successively. They have another 
church built in honor of an image which 
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bled very plentifully from a blow given 
it by a blasphemer. So in the temple 
of Juno, according to Livy, “all the 
images were seen to sweat blood.” 

The homely cradle of the Saviour is 
shown on Christmas days for adoration 
on the high altar of St. Mary the Great. 
It is held in the same veneration as 
the cottage of Romulus on the Capitoline 
Hill. “Rome,” said Cardinal Baronius, 
“is now in possession of that noble 
monument of Christ’s nativity, made out 
of wood without ornament of silver or 
gold, and it is made more happily illus- 
trious by it than it was of old by the 
cottage of Romulus which, though built 
only of mud and straw, our ancestors 
preserved with great care for many 
ages.” Of the liquidation of the blood 
of St. Januarius, Middleton says: “It is 
plainly a copy of an old cheat. of the 
same kind, transacted near the same 
place, with which Horace makes him- 
self merry, telling us how, at a town 
called Gnatia, the priests attempted to 
persuade him and his friends that the 
frankincense in the temple used to melt 
miraculously of ‘itself without the help 
of fire.” 

The old temples of paganism were a 
refuge for criminals; the privilege of 
sanctuary was directly transferred to 
Catholic churches. The chief priest of 
old Rome was the Pontifex Maximus, 
and his title was appropriately retained 
by his papal successors... Old Rome 
swarmed-with religious orders, fraterni- 
ties of augurs, pontifices, salii, fratres, 
arvales, as papal Rome with Jesuits, 
Dominicans, Capuchins, and the rest. The 
Vestal Virgin was the precedent for the 
Catholic nun. Apuleius describes the 
mendicant priests of pagan Rome, sack 
on back, going about collecting money, 
bread, wine, and the like, “the very 
picture of the begging friars, always 
about the streets in the same _ habit 
and on the same errand.” ' 


General Sir William Dobbie 


A Good Soldier of Jesus Christ 


T HAS recently been my privilege 

to see and to hear a great hero, who 
is not afraid or ashamed to confess his 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ before 
men. I refer to General Sir William 
Dobbie, the man of: God, who in the 
most perilous days of the War inspired 
his soldiers and the citizens of Malta 
with such faith and courage that when, 
humanly speaking, all seemed lost they 
refused even to think of defeat. 

On a brilliant Saturday afternoon, 
when most British workers enjoy a 
little respite from their labors, a great 
audience gathered in an English provin- 
cial town to see the man of whom they 
had read so much. As I was about two 


By ARTHUR HEDLEY 


yards from where the General sat I 
was able to get a good view of his face 
and bearing. Outwardly he looked the 
perfect English aristocrat. One could 
see he was as careful about his clothes 
as he was about his testimony for Christ. 
His face was grave and tranquil;. there 
was not the least sign of emotion. Here, 
one felt; was a man- who would stand 
erect and firm however fierce the battle 
raged, a man who knew no fear, a man 
who could be depended upon in the 
hour of crisis. It could be seen that he 
had suffered physically; he had to go 
into the hospital for an operation imme- 
diately on his return from Malta, but 
one sensed that Were was a man who 
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would suffer in silence, and. who, with- 
out a thought for himself, would cheer 
and inspire other sufferers. 

The chairman of the meeting was an 
officer of high rank, resplendent in 
military uniform, but so different. in 
character. He was a man full of. life, 
emotion, action, and yet‘a man who was 
not ashamed of his Christian faith. In 
a day when so many “padres” read their 
prayers,. it was refreshing to hear the 
earnest, extempore prayer of this 
colonel. The name of. the Lord Jesus 
Christ was frequently upon his lips, 
and it was evident that he knew his way 
well to the Throne of Grace, On intro- 
ducing General Dobbie he said, “I don’t 
know what the subject will be, but I 
am certain of this, that he will speak 
much of the faithfulness of God.” 

As the General entered the pulpit we 
all felt we would like to give a standing 
welcome to the hero of Malta, but his 
very demeanor seemed to show that it 
would be distasteful to him, for he had 
come not to be exalted, but to exalt his 
Saviour. In a quiet, restrained, con- 
versational voice he told us of the 
gravity of the situation of Malta, and 
the terrible consequences which would 
have followed if the garrison had capitu- 
lated. He had had but four airplanes 
of an old type. and four battalions of 
soldiers. The nearest Allied airdromes 
were a thousand miles distant, while the 
German and Italian planes in Sicily had 
to fly only 60 miles. Things were serious, 
for the convoys were constantly in 
danger of submarines and bombing. An 
invasion was expected any day, and he 
told how, when things were at. their 
worst, he had received a telegram from 
his Commander-in-Chief in England 
with just these words on it, “See 
Deuteronomy 3:22.” General Dobbie 
said, “I didn’t know what the verse was, 
but on looking it up, found it read thus, 
Ye shall not fear them: for the Lord 
your God he shall fight for you.’” 

Throughout the darkest days, when 
bombs rained down on the little island, 
the General was conscious that God was 
indeed fighting for them,:and he issued 
an order of the day to his men telling 
them to trust in God, and never to 
doubt that He would watch over them 
and give them the victory. He told how 


often some of his officers would say to. 


him, “I think, sir, someone above must 
be watching over us.” They only 
thought; he knew that God was shield- 
ing and protecting that little island be- 
cause so much depended on its security. 

If any, however, had come to that 
meeting to hear a great, lengthy story 
of: the battle for Malta they were mis- 
taken. Dismissing the subject of Malta 
he said: “I haven’t come all this way to 


speak to you of the heroism of Malta,— 


you have read all about that in your 
papers. I have come to you to speak 
about the Lord Jesus and His faithful- 
ness to me, since I first gave my heart 
to Him.” In the same qniet, restrained 
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voice he told us that as a lad of four- 
teen years he was uneasy about his 
spiritual state, for he knew he was not 
right with God. The Holy Spirit re- 
vealed to him the truth as it is in Christ, 
and, trusting entirely in the finished 
work of Christ for salvation, he entered 
into peace and rest. Then he proceeded 
to show that he had not merely resolved 
to trust God for salvation, but for 
strength, guidance, provision, and pro- 
tection in all circumstances. He testified 
that for forty years he had proved the 
faithfulness of God, and never once had 
God let him down. “I have often been 
unfaithful to God,” he said, “but God 
has never been unfaithful to me.” He 
had proved that faith eliminated all fear 
and gave one an inward peace and rest. 

This brave man of God told how 
when things were at their worst he 
never had a moment’s fear, for he was 
quietly trusting in the faithfulness of 
God. It was God who had brought us 
safely through the darkest days in the 
past. Then he turned to the future and 
expressed the fear that in all our plan- 
ning and preparation for a new world we 
were leaving God out. Man was acting 
as though it was his work alone which 
was the all-important thing. “Unless,” 
he said, “we turn back to God and trust 
in Him we shall only meet with dis- 
aster. Our security for the future de- 
pends on our faith in God.” Then with- 
out the least emotion he quietly asked 
those of his hearers who were uncon- 
verted to put their trust in the 
Saviour, and one believed that the 
appeal of that “good soldier of Jesus 
Christ” was not in vain. 

General Dobbie had been introduced 
as the hero of the King George Cross, 
Island of Malta. He took us to the Cross 
of Calvary, and left us there, thinking 
not of the heroism of his garrison or 
the people of Malta, but of the sacrifice 
of Christ who died for our salvation. 
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Divine Glory and Light 
(Continued from second page) 


hath seen me hath seen the Father” 
(John 14:9). “The Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father,) full of grace and truth” 
(John 1:14). 

Any revelation, any manifestation, and 
“shewing forth” of God is “glory.” 
Philip said, “Lord, shew us the Father, 
and it sufficeth us.” Our Lord declared 
that the glory Philip, desired to see was 
to be seen in Him — the glory of a stain- 
less character and a radiant life — and 
of words which were “spirit” and “life” 
(John 6:63) - 

Now Christ gives us that glory —the 
power of revealing “God in Christ” to 
a sin-stained world. Then we must not 
overlook John 17:24: “Father, I will 
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that they also, whom thou hast given 
me, be with me where I am; that they 
may behold my glory, which thou hast 
given me: for thou lovedst me before 
the foundation of the world.” Our Sav- 
iour here offers up the strongest prayer 
ever spoken, “I will.” It is a loving de- 
mand, made in sure confidence; because 
to secure — to obtain — this, was the pur- 
pose of Christ’s being sent into the 
world. It was made on our behalf, “But 
we all, with open [unveiled] face be- 
holding as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same fmage 
from glory to glory” (2 Cor. 3:18). Glory 
is the greatest gift God the Father ever 
made to His Son: and that gift Christ 
Jesus bestows on us who love Him. 

No other gift was possible, for Christ 
to need, for we are told: “All things 
were made by him; and without him was 
not any thing made that was made” 
(John 1:3). Now how does that verse 
go on in the original Greek? You will 
find a correct translation in the Revised 
Version margin: “That which hath been 
made was life in him; and the life [the 
likeness which comes from being in 


Christ] was the light of men” (John 
1:3, 4). 

And that light is the glory. “In his 
temple everything saith, Glory” (Psa. 


29:9, R.V.). “He spake of the temple 
of his body” (John 2:21). My own one 
desire is expressed in a chorus by our 
Welsh evangelists: 

Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me, 

All His wonderful passion and purity; 

O Thou Spirit divine, all my nature refine, 
Till the beauty of Jesus be seen in me. 
“Every one that is called by my name 
. .. I have created him for my glory” 

(Isa. 43:7). 

(2) How is Christ “in the light”? 

“If we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light” (1 John 1:7). How can Christ 
be said to be “in the light’—for He 
said, “I am the light of the world: he 
that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of 
life” (John 8:12). “As long as I am in 
the world, I am the light of the world” 
(John 9:5). But Christ also declared, 
“Ye are the light of the world. ... Let 
your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 
5:14, 16). Now, “every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights” 
(Jas. 1:17). God commanded Aaron to 
pronounce a special blessing upon the 
people. And God always chooses the 
best. It was this: 

“The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: 

“The Lord make his face shine upon 
thee, and be gracious unto thee: 

“The Lord lift up his countenance 
upon thee, and give thee peace” (Num. 
6: 24-26) . 

Peter in his great sermon on the day’ 
of Pentecost said (quoting David’s Mes- 


(Continued on page 622) 
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LESSON 12. SEPT.17. THE KINGDOM STRONGLY ESTABLISHED 


International Uniform Lesson.—2 Samuel 1 to 5; printed text, 2 Samuel 2:4-7; 5:1-10 
Golden Text.—They that trust in the Lord shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever.—Psa. 125:1 


Kine James VERSION 


2 Sam. 2:4 And the men of Judah came, and there they 
anointed David king over the house of Judah. And they told 
David, saying, That the men of Jabesh-gilead were they that 
burieg Saul. ‘ 

5 And David sent messengers unto the men of Jabesh-gilead, 
and said unto them, Blessed be ye of the Lorp, that ye have 
shewed this kindness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and have 
buried him. 

6 And now the Lorp shew kindness and truth unto you: and I 
also will requite you this kindness, because ye have done this 
thing 

1 Therefore now let your hands be strengthened, and be ye 
valiant: for your master Saul is dead, and also the house of 
Judah have anointed me king over them. 


Chap. 5:1 Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto 
Hebron, and spake, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. 

2 Also in time past, when Saul was king over us, thou wast 
he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and the Lorp said 
to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be a 
e@aptain over Israel. 

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and 


king David made a league with them in Hebron before the Lorn: 
and they anointed David king over Israel. 

4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned forty years. 

5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months: 
and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three years over all 
Israel and Judah. 

6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem unto the Jebu- 
sites, the inhabitants of the land: which spake unto David, saying, 
Except thou take away the blind and the lame, thou shalt not 
come in hither: thinking, David cannot come in hither. 

7 Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is 
the city of David. 

8 And David said on that day, Whosoever getteth up to the 
gutter, and smiteth the Jebusites, and the lame and the blind, 
that are hated of David's soul, he shall be chief and captain. 
Wherefore they said, The blind and the lame shall not come 
into the house. 

9 So David dwelt in the fort, and called it the city of David. 
And David built round about from Millo and inward. 

10 And David went on, and grew great, and the Lorp God of 
hosts was with him. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission, 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. , 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


ANY years elapsed between. the 
M anointing of David and his 

crowning as king—and even 
then, after Saul was dead, it was only 
as king of Judah that David reigned 
for the first seven years, while the rest 
of the tribes followed Ish-bosheth, one 
of the surviving sons of Saul. But 
through the defection of Abner, captain- 
general of the armies of Israel, all the 
tribes came to Hebron to make David 
king of all Israel. This enabled him 
to put into effect a strong program of 
consolidation, and to put the nation on 
a footing where the surrounding nations 
were no longer sources of fear and con- 
sternation. 

There was something in the persan- 
ality of the new king that won men’s 
hearts and drew people to him. He had 
learned valuable lessons in the years 
of his suffering and rejection that stood 
him in good stead in the time of recog- 
nition as the anointed of the Lord, when 
prosperity crowned his efforts and suc- 
cess rewarded his faithfulness. 

Throughout all his life, David recog- 
nized God as the real King of Israel 
and considered himself but as a deputy 
or representative of the throne of 
Heaven, whose duty it was to rule the 
people according to the law of the Lord, 
administering justice, showing mercy, 
and maintaining the honar of God’s 
House. His example of subjection to the 
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Lord and conscientious adherence to the 
divinely-given program resulted in great 
and lasting blessing to Israel and united 
the twelve tribes for the first time into 
a truly great nation, respected by their 
former foes and rapidly developing a 
civilization far beyond anything known 
in the days of the judges and of King 
Saul. 


The Historical Setting 


Saul fell on Mt. Gilboa in 1056 B.C. 
David was crowned at Hebron very 
shortly afterward as king of Judah. For 
seven years there was a civil war be- 
tween the followers of David and those 
who recognized Saul’s son Ish-bosheth 
as rightful king. Upon the murder of 
the latter (something David greatly re- 
gretted) the son of Jesse became king 


over the entire nation. 


Verse by Verse 


2 Sam. 2:4—“The men of Judah... 
anointed David king over the house of 
Judah.” As a Bethlehemite, David be- 
longed to the tribe of Judah, and his own 
tribesmen were the first, and for seven 
years the only group who reccgnized 
him as the appointed king. They knew 
of his exploits and recognized his worth. 


Verse 5.—“David sent messengers unto 
the men of Jabesh-gilead.” When the 
bodies of Saul and his sons were found 
on the battlefield of Gilboa, the Philis- 
tines dishonored them by beheading Saul 
and fastening the bodies of the fallen 
monarch and the princes td’ the wall of 
the city of Beth-shan (1 Sam. 31:8-10). 
Learning of this, the men of Jabesh- 
gilead made a night sortie and recovered 


the bodies, which they cremated and 
then buried the remains. David's first 
official act was to send a special mes- 
sage to these valiant men, commending 
them for their reverent care in this mat- 
ter. Even though Saul had so often 
sought to kill him, David honored his 
memory, thus manifesting a generous, 
forgiving spirit. 

Verse 6—“Now the Lord shew kind- 
ness and truth unto you: and I also will 
requite you this kindness.” The sincer- 
ity of David's feelings is evidenced by 
the message he sent. It was in keeping 
with the attitude he had shown during 
all the years of his sufferings. 

Verse 7.—“Therefore now let your 
hands be strengthened ... your master 
Saul is dead, and also the house of Judah 
have anointed me king over them.” 
Jabesh-gilead was a city in the territory 
of the tribe of Gad in Gilead, so that 
David’s message was a test as to whether 
they would also recognize his royal 
authority as Judah had done. But ow- 
ing to the activity of Abner, in behalf 
of Ish-bosheth, this was not yet to be. 
(See verses 8-11.) 


Chap. 5:1—“Then came all the tribes 
of Israel to David unto Hebron.” For 
seven years internecine strife prevailed, 
until at last Ish-besheth’s attempt to 
hold the kingdom proved utterly futile. 
The unfortunate young man—a mere 
puppet ruler— was eventually deserted 
by his main supporter, Abner, and finally 
murdered by two unprincipled men, who 
hoped thereby to curry favor with Da- 
vid, but were dealt with in summary 
justice by him (chap. 4). David com- 
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manded honorable burial for the dis- 
severed head of Ish-bosheth also. Fol- 
lowing this, representatives of all the 
tribes came to Hebron to pledge al- 
legiance to David, saying, “Behold, we 
are thy bone and thy flesh.” 

Verse 2.—“The Lord said to thee, Thou 
shalt feed my people Israel.” Although 
so slow to recognize his claims, they 
now confessed that they knew he was 
their God-appointed leader. Even dur- 
ing the years of Saul’s unhappy regime, 
it was David who had won their great- 
est victories as he led them against their 
foes. And so they acclaimed him now 
as their rightful king. 


Verse 3—“David made a league with 
them in Hebron before the Lord.” Thus 
king and people entered into a covenant 
before God, to serve Him as a nation, 
owning His authority over them, as in 
the days when He delivered them from 
Egypt. 

Verses 4, 5—“He reigned forty years.” 
David was but a young man when he 
went through all the testings and suf- 
fering recorded in the first book of 
Samuel. He was but “thirty years old” 
when he was accepted by Judah as king, 
and therefore only thirty-seven when 
all Israel acknowledged him. His reign 
was of the same length (all told) as 
that of his predecessor, and as those of 
Samuel and Eli as judges, forty years, 
which is in Scripture the number of 


--perfect probation or testing. 


Verse 6—“The king and his men went 
to Jerusalem unto the Jebusites.” Up 
to this time, only a part of what was 
afterward included in the city of Jeru- 
salem was actually possessed by Israel. 
Mount Zion was a stronghold of the 
Jebusites, who taunted the men of Judah, 
declaring that even their lame and blind 
people could defend the citadel against 
David’s men. He, however, determined 
to oust these ancient enemies from their 
fortress and take possession of it in the 
name of the God of Israel. 

Verse 7.—‘Nevertheless David took 
the strong hold of Zion.” When he suc- 
ceeded in his avowed object, he made 
Zion his own capital. From this time 


on it comes into special prominence as © 


the mount of sovereign grace, triumph- 
ing over all human opposition. 

Verse 8.—Because of the taunt of the 
Jebusites, David offered a special reward 
to “whosoever getteth up to the gutter,” 
that is, to the aqueduct through which 
they might enter the city, and so should 
overcome “the lame and the blind,” epi- 
thets he used to describe the whole Jebu- 
site force. In after years, the remnant of 
the Jebusites, still so stigmatized, were 
shut out from the house of God as unfit to 
mingle with the chosen race of Israel. It 
was of God that these idolaters should be 
driven out of that Mount Zion which He 
had chosen for the place of His throne 
(Psas. 2:6;°132: 13). 


Verse 9.—“So David dweit in the fort, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


11. September 10.—David Anointéd King. 
1 Samuel 16:1-5, 11-18 


Next Week's Lesson 


13. September 24.—Religion in the Life of 
UE nec cdeSastbsean 2 Samuel 6 and 7 








and called it the city of David.” This 
became the place of the royal residence. 
From there David built an enlarged 
city, taking in the various hills round 
about from Millo and inward. Millo, 
or, properly, the Millo, may have been 
another Jebusite tower, or hilly fortifi- 
cation, but the exact meaning and loca- 
tion is uncertain. 


Verse 10.—“David ... grew great, and 
the Lord God of hosts was with him.” 
As David walked in obedience to God, 
he prospered and became the outstand- 
ing monarch of his time. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


When God is given His rightful place 
in one’s life, He will work out His own 
plans in blessing. Nothing can turn Him 
from His purpose. In the life of David 
we see the Lord’s acting in sovereign 
grace, taking up an unknown shepherd 
lad, entering into covenant with him, 
and after preserving him through many 
difficulties, bringing him into favor with 
all Israel, and placing him upon the 
throne of the kingdom. Through him 
the formerly jealous tribes were united 
into a strong and a great nation, walking 
in the fear of God. ” 


A Lesson Outline 


REcocGNnizinc Gon’s KING 
The king of God’s choice (1 Sam. 13:14) 
The king anointed privately (16:13) 
The king anointed publicly by Judah (2 
Sam. 2:4) 
The king overcoming opposition (3:1) 
The king acknowledged by all Israel (5: 
1-3) 
The king selects and wins his capital 
(vs. 6-9) 
The king reigning in power (v. 10) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Place of Mt. Zion in the Old Tes- 
tament. From the time of David’s vic- 
tory over the Jebusites, Mt. Zion occupies 
a very special and important place in 
history and in prophecy. As David's 
capital, it stood for the unity of all Is- 
rael, and it became the symbol of the 
divine favor. In contrast with the fail- 
ure of the priesthood at Shiloh (Psa. 
78: 60-66), Zion was selected by God, in 
grace, as the center which He recognized 
in a very definite way (vs. 67, 68). When 
the kingdom also failed, the prophets 
looked forward to the day when Mt. 
Zion is to become once more the center 
of blessing for the whole earth (Isa. 2: 
2-4; 4:5; 59:20). 

Mt. Sion in the New Testament. In 
the New Testament Mt. Sion is used in 
a symbolic sense as expressing the idea 
of sovereign grace in contrast to the 
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legal covenant of Sinai (Heb. 12:18, 19, 
22). In the Apocalypse it tells of the 
triumph of grace when the Lamb returns 
to bless Israel and the nations, after the 
horrors of the Great Tribulation (Rev. 
14:1-5). The difference in spelling, Mt. 
Zion and Mf. Sion, is because of the dif- 
ferences in the Hebrew and Greek pro- 
nunciations of the name. 


Applications and Summaries 


David, looked at in his official capacity, 
is a type of God’s true King, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, “Great David's Greater 
Son.” 

The sorrows that David passed 
through were used of God to fit him for 
the great responsibility he was to take 
up as king over all Israel. 

It was immediately after his public 
anointing as king of all Israel that Da- 
vid took Mt. Zion and made it the capi- 
tal of his kingdom. 

David trusted in God to vindicate him, 
and he was not disappointed. Have we 
faith to suffer and be strong, knowing 
that none of God’s counsels toward us 
will fail of fulfillment? 

CHICAGO. 

+ 4 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT was God’s purpose in choosing 
David to be king? 


2.How many times was David 

anointed king? 

3. What are the two places where David 
reigned as king? 

4. How did David often determine his next 
course of action? 

5. Why did the people of Jabesh-gilead 
show honor to Saul? 

6. How did David display the generosity 
of his heart toward Saul? 

7. Who were the Jebusites? 

8. Of what is Mt. Zion the symbol? 


(Answers on page 618) 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Foundation of Kindness.—Blessed 
be ye of the Lord, that ye have shewed 
this kindness unto your lord, even unto 
Saul (2 Sam. 2:5). The little things 
about a man are those that reveal the 
sort of fellow he is. This thanking of 
the men of Jabesh-gilead for the service 
they rendered to their dead lord was a 
piece of fine statesmanship, as well as 
the act of a kindly heart. 

David, even though anointed king, 
needed all the friends he could win. 
Abner, Saul’s general, had other plans 
with Saul’s son Ishbosheth. 

Saul, when alive, hunted down David 
with the bitterness of a lynching mob 
after a red-handed criminal. But Da- 
vid was too big a man to return any 
of that hatred. Just a lesson ago, we. 
saw David in tears over the death of his 
implacable pursuer out for his life. 
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We are taking a little view of Da- 
vid’s reign. And right here we have a 
glimpse of one secret of his success as 
a ruler. Remember he handed over to 
his son Solomon one of the greatest 
kingdoms of that day. 

David made friends. You know the 
old proverb, “A man that hath friends 
must shew himself friendly.” David was 
“nice” to the men of Jabesh-gilead. 

Years ago there was a young clerk 
in the Coatesville iron mill that is un- 
der the bridge and known as the “Via- 
duct Mill.” This young man was famous 
for his courtesy and kindness. Out of 
his modest salary he helped a poor old 
colored couple who lived in 4 small 
house in the quarry in “Slippery Elm 
Hill.” Everybody in the town of Coates- 
ville knew Mr. Horace A. Beale. They 
also loved him for his kindness. After 
awhile he had a little mill at Thorndale. 
The business grew and prospered, and 
he had a big mill at Parkesburg. He 
made charcoal skelp to be formed into 
boiler tubes. Parkesburg skelp had the 
reputation of being the best skelp made 
in the U.S.A. Horace Beale’s high qual- 
ity got into his product. David’s got into 
his kingdom. 


An Ancient King and Modern Queen. 
—David was thirty years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned forty 
years (chap. 5:4). Under the rule of 
David, the country of the Children of 
Israel came to its greatest strength. Un- 
der “Solomon in all his glory,” the king- 
dom came into full bloom; but there 
was a canker worm at work. The fine 
kingdom was split in two under Solo- 
mon’s badly advised son, Rehoboam. 
This is all familiar history. 

This catastrophe was an early edition 
of a familiar story told all down the 
centuries. The son loosened his hold 
on father David’s God, and the grand- 
son let go entirely and undertook to go 
ahead “on his own.” Israel started down 
hill. 

David’s long and successful reign sug- 
gests other long reigns where a nation 
prospered. That of Louis XIV in France, 
for example, of 1643 to 1715. But I like 
to compare this period of David to the 
reign of Queen Victoria. Victoria’s reign 
began in 1837 and ended in 1901. She 
began when she came of age at 18, and 
* she reigned 64 years. 

Both David and Victoria based their 
rule on the promises of God. The young 
queen was deeply religious. And you 
have only to read David’s poems 
(Psalms) to discover that the young king 
was also deeply religious. Both of these 
rulers put the trade-mark of godliness 
on their people, and the people pros- 
pered. 

Victoria did not write poetry, but she 
had those’ who did. There was Tenny- 
son, one of the greatest English poets, 
who sang for Victoria. When you go 
to college and take up the course in 
English literature you are likely to give 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


much attention to “The Victorian Age.” 

The subject of the lesson is “The King- 
dom Strongly Established.” Whether 
your “kingdom” is a farm, a business, a 
home, you can “establish” it on the 
Scriptures. These Scriptures are the 
direction for national and individual life 
with the promises of God. 


“The Two Newmans—And the Lord 
God of hosts was with him (v. 10). 
Along about the middle of the last cen- 
tury there was a great stirring up in 
the Church of England with no little 
controversy. It was known as “The Ox- 
ford Movement” (nothing to do with the 
“Oxford Movement” of this day). 

Two brothers, John Henry Newman 
and Francis Wilson Newman were active 
in the controversy. The result was that 
John Henry Newman landed in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church and became the 
famous Cardinal Newman, while his 
younger brother Francis Wilson New- 
man was driven in the opposite direc- 
tion and became a “Theist,” whatever 
that is. I do not think he went so far 
away as to put an A before “theist.” 

Cardinal Newman wrote that great 
hymn, “Lead Kindly Light,” which is 
sung in all our churches. It is the best 
commentary I know upon the above text. 
David’s success in establishing his. king- 
dom was due to the fact that God as 
the “Kindly Light” guided him on his 
way. 

Cardinal Newman wrote: “I loved to 
choose and see my path; but now lead 
Thou me on,” and again, — “So long Thy 
power hath blest me, sure it still will 
lead me on.” 

Read the whole beautiful confession. 
The older Newman was led to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, even though he was in the 
Church of Rome. His younger brother 
Francis did not pray, “Lead Kindly 
Light,” and preferred to “choose and see” 
his own way, and he landed in near 
atheism. 

It is the prayer of this writer that all 
readers of this note may arrive at the 
place where they can see the angels 
“smile.” 


COATESVILLE, PA, 
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ME. gee that 
trust in the Lord shall be as mount Zion, 
which cannot be removed, but abideth 
for ever (Psa. 125:1, Golden Text). In 
days like these, when Chaos appears to 
be king, and civilization itself sometimes 
seems verging on collapse, it is some- 
thing mightily to be desired to have an 


‘a letter to his pastor: 
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Anchor for the soul — something perma- 
nent, abiding, sure, and steadfast, to be 
tied to... . A man with such an anchor, 
now a US. Navy officer, recently wrote 
“Your letter 
brought back much that has been con- 
nected with our church. For almost 
thirteen years I have been a’ member; 
sometimes in better standing than at 
others. Many times my attendance has 
not been. as faithful as it might have 
been. But over those years, despite the 
fluctuating fervor which I applied to it, 
I can see that the church has been a real 
rock, a real reference point for me. It’s 
just as in navigation —at the beginning 
of every voyage, you establish your bear- 
ing and distance from some fixed mark 
and that is your point of departure. We 
have something in our faith that can fun- 
damentally settle-'a man. That beneath 
his surface tides runs like a deep, strong 
current, never varying in its direction, 
always surging ahead.” The young lieu- 
tenant is absolutely right, of course. 
There is nothing in all the world, save 
the eternal Gospel of Christ, that can 
“fundamentally settle a man.”—From 
Home Evangel. Sent by Mrs. ‘Robert 
Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


“Only One of His Followers.”—Blessed 
be ye of the Lord, that ye have shewed 
this kindness (2 Sam. 2:5). The little 
lame boy hurried to the passenger gate 
of the railway station as fast as his 
crutches and basket of fruit and candy 
would permit. As the passengers rushed 
through the gate, a young man acciden- 
tally hit the basket, knocking oranges 
and apples in every direction. He stop- 
ped only long enough to scold the boy for 
being in his way. Another young man 
who was passing by saw the boy’s dis- 
tress anid began "picking up his fruit. 
As he placed it in the basket, he put 
a silver dollar in his hand. With a 
“Better luck next time” and a smile, 
he went his way. “Hey, Mister,” called 
the little boy, “are you Jesus?” “No,” 
answered his friend, “I’m only one of 
His followers.” . . . The people whose 
lives we tcuch need to see Jesus in your 
life and mine. .. . Many will-not under- 
stand His love unless they see it in our 
deeds.—From the Secret Place. Sent 
by Hazel Thomson, Firthcliffe, N. Y. 


A Dangerous Place to Sleep.—Be ye 
valiant (2 Sam. 2:7). One night a small 
boy fell out of bed. The next morn- 
ing at breakfast he volunteered this ex- 
planation: “I know why I fell out of 
bed last night. I went to sleep too near 
where I got in.” A dangerous place for 
sleeping! Yet many of us have fallen 
out of our place in God’s plan... for 
the same reason. We think that when 
we accept Christ . . ..we need to do 
nothing more about it. Or we believe 
we can follow Christ afar off —as long- 
distance disciples. . . . Spiritual reserves 
come only as men keep in close touch 
with God.—From the Secret Place. Sent 
by Hazel Thomson, Firthcliffe, N. Y. 
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Lesson for September 17 


Why He Wept.—Then came all the 
tribes of Israel to David unte Hebron 
(2 Sam. 5:1). One of the Jewish farmers, 
a man over thirty years of age, had 
tears running down his cheeks as he 
registered. I asked him, “What is it?” 
He said, “It is so wonderful, after all 
these years of hard work, I can hardly 
believe it—to be registered as a citi- 
zen of this my own land, by a Jewish 
clerk who respects my religion, in my 
own Hebrew language to fill out the 
Hebrew blank, and to be sworn in on 
the Hebrew Bible !”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by M. H. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


“Lay Me Alongside.”—Thou shalt not 
come in hither: .. . Nevertheless David 
took the strong hold of Zion (2 Sam. 
5: 6, 7). It was on a British warship 
in the Bay of Biscay. The pilot said 
to the admiral, “It will be an awful night, 
and there is a lee shore and the wind 
is rising.” The admiral replied, “Sir, you 
have done your duty in pointing out the 
danger. Lay me alongside the enemy.” 
When God calls you to duty, let neither 
prudence nor timidity put in its remon- 
strance, but let your answer be, “Lay 
me alongside the hard task, that sacri- 
fice, that danger.”"—From Theodore L. 
Cuyler. Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, 
Can. | 


The Only Good Maker.—And David 
went on, and grew great, and the Lord 
God of hosts was with him (2 Sam. 5: 
10). It is related of a well-known liter- 
ary man in Great Britain, that he wrote 
once to Dr. Marcus Dods, proposing to 
advance his reputation, and telling how 
he had “made” one and another of the 
best-known writers of Great Britain. 
The sturdy preacher and teacher of 
Edinburgh wrote back, “I note that you 
made and . God made me.” 
-God is the only good Maker. We shall 
make sorry work of ourselves, and the 
cleverest of men cannot make much of 
us. But God can take even such as we, 
and make us like Christ—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 





For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


sa" pA hundred begins it, five hun- 
dred ends it, and five in the middle 
is seen. The first of all letters, the first 
of all numbers then take their stations 
between.” Build the word DAVID on 
the blackboard, printing the correspond- 
ing letter in place as you recite each 
part of this old riddle. Around the 
name have the children draw articles 
suggestive of his boyhood, a sheep or 
a crook, a club, a slingshot or stone, a 
harp or a lyre. Add a crown, and re- 
view the story of his anointing. Call 
for the assigned reports of incidents 
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which show his disposition while he 
was a prince in disguise. 

After many years Saul and Jonathan 
were killed fighting the enemies of their 
country. David made up a song prais- 
ing them. It was now safe for David 
to come back, and the Lord told David 
to go back to Hebron, his home town. 
There all the people of his part of the 
country, called Judah, made him their 
king.. A son of Saul, however, ruled 
over the northern part of the country, 
called Israel, and it. was not until his 
death, seven anda half years later, that 
Israel made David their king, too. 

There was still much more fighting to 
do, for though many years had passed 
since God gave the land to Joshua and 
his people, much of it was still held by 
the heathen nations. David captured the 
fort at Jerusalem, and made Jerusalem 
his capital. (Have pupils find the proper 
map in their Bibles and locate the places 
mentioned,) David became a great king, 
and the Lord was with him. Our next 
story will tell what David wanted to 
do for the Lord. 


David found that the things he learned 
as a boy came in handy sometimes. His 
practice with the slingshot and his suc- 
cess in killing the fierce lion and bear, 
made him dare to trust God to kill the 
giant Goliath. His faithful practicing of 
his music not only got him a position in 
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all to do thoroughly their work 

ever the job might be. “Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might” (Eccles. 9:10). You don’t know 
yet what high task the Lord may be 
getting you ready for, but you certainly 
cannot get ready for it by being lazy 
and careless now. Remember you are 
a prince in His Kingdom! 

From what division of the Bible is 
each taken? (1) When to work (Exod. 
20:9). (2) How to work (2 Chron. $1: 
21). (3) What kind of work (Prov. 20: 
11). (4) How old to work (Lam. 3:27). 
(5) Promising or working (Matt. 21:28- 
3la). (6) Why work (2 Thess. 3:10-12). 
(7) Reward for work (Rev. 22:12). 


For a review game, to fix firmly in 
mind ten main Bible characters for the 
quarter, mount a figure representing 
each on cardboard on which is given 
an identifying statement, omitting the 
name. Write the names in mixed order 
on the blackboard. Explain that next 
Sunday each child will have a chance 
to see how many Bible victories he can 
win. Demonstrate how the game will 


The Joy of 
Foroiveness 


EDEMPTION THROUCH HIS BLOOD” 








618 (10) 


be played — by naming the character de- 
scribed and taking the cardboard if cor- 
rect. Then the number of cards gath- 
ered, multiplied by 5 gives the Bible 
victory score. If the teacher reads aloud 
the description as well as gives the cor- 
rect name, the children will be getting 
the association fixed in mind. See the 
next article for further review plans. 
Give some recognition to regular Bible 
readers, perhaps inscribing their names 
on the Joshua poster. 
WAYNE, MAINE. 
w 


* s « 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 615) 

1. God wanted a man who would destroy 
idolatrous enemies, lead His people into a 
closer walk with Him, and establish a royal 
house and throne-rights for the Messiah. 

2. Three times: first by Samuel (1 Sam. 
16:13), then by Judah (2 Sam. 2:4), and 
third by all the tribes of Israel (5:3). 

3. Hebron and Jerusalem. 


4. “David enquired of the Lord, saying, 
Shall I go... ?” (2 Sam. 2:1; 5:19.) 

5. Saul had shown kindness to them (1 
Sam. 11). 


6. By his kindly recognition of the men 
of Jabesh-gilead for what they had done 
to care for the bodies of Saul and his sons. 

7. They were a remnant of one of the 
nations of Canaan who had not been over- 
come by Israel, and so maintained their 
fortress in proximity to the little city of 
Jerusalem. 


8. Of divine activity in sovereign grace. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HERE is a lapse of a number of 

years between last week’s lesson and 
today’s. For years after Samuel anointed 
David king, Saul still ruled, and David 
was his helper until Saul became so 
jealous of his success and fame that 
David had to flee for his life. Saul 
hunted him through the hills, and twice, 
at least, David could have killed Saul, 
but he would not harm him because 
he was the Lord’s anointed king. 

After Saul’s death, the tribe of Judah 
anointed David king, but the tribes of 
Israel followed Saul’s son, and there 
was war between the family of Saul 
and David. 

QUIZ 
2 Samuel 5 


1. How old was David when the men of 
Israel anointed him? Verses 1-4. 

. How long did he reign? Verse 5. 

. Where did David move from Hebron? 
Verses 6, 7. 

. Why did David grow great? Verse 10., 

. Who built David a house? Verse 11. 

. Did Dcvid know God had made him 
king? Verse 12. 

7. Did God bless David in his wars? 
Verses 24, 25. 


Now we come to the time when at 
last all the tribes of Israel and Judah — 
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decide to stop fighting, and anoint David 
to be king over all of them. They would 


have done it long before, but for the 


jealousy of some of Saul’s family and 
their friends. Most wars come from 
some people’s selfishness or jealousy. 
And just as long as people have the 
kind of hearts they have, there will be 
wars, small and large. 

While David was king over Judah, he 
lived at Hebron, but when he became 
king over all Israel, he moved to Jeru- 
salem, and that city was the city of Da- 
vid until Israel was carried away captive 
into Babylon, long after David’s death. 

David had grown to be a great king, 
and God had made all the nations around 
them to fear and honor him. @One of 
the great kings who was a neighbor of 
his, was Hiram, king of Tyre. This king 
wanted to honor David, so he sent men 
and materials to build David a house, 
a king’s palace. These carpenters and 
masons built him a house out of cedar, 
made from the cedar trees Hiram sent. 
Avery beautiful friendship grew between 
David and Hiram, and we read that later 
when David’s son Solomon built the 
Temple, Hiram sent cedars and stone for 
it, and his workmen and Solomon’s 
worked side by side hewing out the 
cedar and the stones. Hiram and Solo- 
mon were friends all Hiram’s life, be- 
cause of the love he had for David. 

David knew he was a great king be- 
cause God had made him great. He was 
great because he had obeyed God’s'com- 
mands. When God told him to go into 
battle, David went, and God gave the 
victory. But David sinned, and God 
punished him, and David was always 
very, very sorry. 

We can learn many lessons from Da- 
vid. We can learn faith. David trusted 
God. He knew that God knew best 
about his life. We say we know God 


_knows best, and then we fight to have 


our own way about things and so lose 
the blessing God wants to give to us. 
We can learn, too, from David, how 
much God blesses obedience. If we 
trusted God more, we would obey bet- 
ter. Even as little boys and girls, we 
can learn to do what God tells us to 
do. God doesn’t always punish us right 
away when we disobey Him, but He 
always does punish us for it, sooner or 
later. We are laying up trouble for 
ourselves when we do things God has 
told us not to do, or when we refuse to 
do things He has told us to do. We are 
never too young to begin obeying God. 
Mopesto, Catir. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Tymes and Christian Youth, 
in all departments: press, mailing, and 
composing rooms; subscription, account- 
ing, business, circulation, advertising, 
and editorial departments; for the writers 
of lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 


' 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


CHRISTIAN BUILDERS OF TOMORROW'S 
WorLD 


RE we struggling for personal suc- 

cess or trusting God to lead us into 
His best place of service? What dif- 
ference would either of these attitudes 
make? Is not the need of our nation 
today and tomorrow for Christian 
leaders, men and women, who will put 
their trust in the Lord and “enquire” 
of Him as David did about the prob- 
lems of a new “peacetime world”? If 
Christ tarries, there will remain the 
need of His Spirit in the hearts of 
people. 

“Why didn’t God want Saul?” asked 
a young pupil. “Saul showed good 
points when he fought, and he tried to 
help his country.” 

The Lord did not want a man who 
was busy only with the battlefield. God 
wanted one who would give Him right 
of way in his innermost being. Christ 
wants the same type of leaders today: 
capable, tactful, surrendered, prayerful, 
and full of Christian joy. 

Our mail just brought a letter from 
a boy in New Guinea who is putting 
God first in his life. “I am glad the 
girls of Alpaugh are taking a stand for 
Christ,” he said in reply to a note we 
had written. “They will be fine exam- 
ples for younger ones who follow.” This 
is a boy who has received the Saviour 
since he went into service. From a 
soldier in North Africa we had this 
hopeful news: “I don’t know exactly 
what I want to do when this war is 
over, but one thing I do know, I want 
to live for the Lord.” 

In the same mail we heard from a 
consecrated young schoolteacher who 
loves to serve Christ. Every summer she 
undertakes some new, thrilling study or 
activity, then uses this as a foundation 
for further Christian usefulness. Just 
now she is in Mexico studying Spanish, 
and one of the first things she did was 
to identify herself with the people of 
God. Neither this teacher nor the sol- 
diers.are in full-time Christian service, 
yet each is working for Christ while 
working in the world. 

David was not in full-time spiritual 
service, but because his desire was God- 
ward, the Lord used him to bring spir- 
itual blessing to his people (Psa. 78: 
70-72). 

Ability —A Christian leader should be 
able to speak of God and lead others 
to Him. He should also be able to do 
practical, everyday things in a Christian 
manner. Do not make the mistake of 
putting the second point first! 

Surrender.—How are young people 
called into God’s service? David made 
his life-time surrender when Samuel 
presented the call of the throne. Event- 
ually the people and events fell into 


_ line with God’s plan, and the tribe of 




















Lesson for SepterMber 17 


Judah called David to actual leadership. 
Was David disappointed that he did not 
gain the whole nation at once? For 
seven years and six months he gave his 
very best to this little kingdom of his 
until at last the time rolled around when 
the remaining tribes selected this man 
of God’s heart as the one who could best 
fill their own needs. 


Tact.—David made a professional start. 
Untactful young folks, going into new 
positions, often begin by ¢riticizing their 
predecessors or rivals. This was not 
true with David. He loved Saul and his 
family, and was grieved by their death. 
Even for Abner and Ish-bosheth, David 
showed tender compassion and magna- 
nimity. His fairness pleased the people 
just as a gracious, kindly Christian 
leader is more pleasing than a cold, in- 
tolerant one (2 Sam. 3:36). 

Prayer.—David consulted with God 
about his many new undertakings: A 











Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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new home (2 Sam. 2:1-3); new respon- 
sibilities (5:3, 12); new conquests (5:19, 
23-25). 

Joy.—David, as leader and individual, 
like all of us, made mistakes, but when 
he saw his errors he was humbly will- 
ing, in spite of his high position, to con- 
fess and ask the Lord, not for new sal- 
vation, but for forgiveness and new joy 
(Psa. 51:12, 13). David prayed thus not 
for his own happiness alone, but in or- 
der that he might, with clear conscience 
and free spirit, teach others God’s ways 
and be used to win souls for the 
heavenly Kingdom: 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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IN 1944 MAS 
spaeaD CHRIST cy 
With Cards.... 

Plan now to send our MASTERpiece Christmas 

cards with sound Christian sentiments. Also 


cards for general use that will surprise you 
with their beauty. 


With Tracts .... 
Help meet the need for Christ with our 
special Christmas tracts. Popular proven soul- 
winn - . Attractive and convicting. Easily 
distributed, eagerly sought. Also tract-casting 
supplies. 
Make this a‘ CHRISTIAN Christmas. 
Early action will avoid disappointment. 
Send 25c for big sample packet of cards 
and tracts. Write today. 


AITH, PRAYER & TRACT LEAGUE 
Dept. T Muskegon Heights, Michigan 

















YOU WANT THE BEST in VISUAL AIDS 


A new movable, realistic, picture method of telling 
Bible stories or preaching illustrated sermons. Holds 
your class spellbound. Discipline problems solved. 
Give it a try in your class. You'll be surprised at the 
results. Children want to learn and they clamour for this 
new way of presenting Bible truths. You will double your 
attendance. Write for free folder telling all about this 
new method of teaching to — 


STOR Y-0-GRAPHS., Dept. T, P.O. Box 145, Pasadena, Calif. 











There is Peace and Comfort 
in the BIBLE 


Even in a war torn, war weary 
world, peace and comfort can be 
found. Turn to the pages of your 
Bible. It will never fail you. 

And if your Bible is a National 
Bible, it will be especially a Book 
to treasure. It will be the King 





James or Authorized Version... 
well printed . . . durably bound. If 
you can’t get just the style you 
want, remember that publishing 
service, too, fights in the great 
crusade... that men in peril also 
may have the solace of a Bible. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in last week’s lesson we 

were thinking of David as a young 
man made of kingly stuff. The Bible tells 
us he was a man after God’s own heart 
(1 Sam. 13:14), which means the Spirit 
of .God was in him and animated him. 
‘When, as a youth, he was anointed by 
Samuel (1 Sam. 16:13), “the Spirit of 
the Lord came upon David from that 
day forward.” God looked upon David's 
heart, approved him, and loved him. 
(Note v. 7 of 1 Sam. 16.) 

One part of the fruit of the Spirit in 
David's life appeared in his treatment of 
Saul. Saul was very mean to David; in- 
deed, he sought on numerous occasions 
to kill him, but David did not resent 
it. His treatment of Saul was Christlike. 
David was a living demonstration of 
the 13th chapter of 1 Corinthians. I don’t 
think this can be said of any other char- 
acter in the Bible record, aside from the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

Not only in Saul’s lifetime, but after his 
death David honored him and showed 
kindness to his family. The Amalekite 
thought to gain David’s favor by report- 








WANTED: one to teach typing and bookkeeping, 


part time in o Private boarding 
high school. Low salary but vital Christian service. 


ALVAN DREW SCHOOL - Pine Ridge, Ky. 


Write for FREE Sample 


This soul-winning montiy pamphlet now widely used 
in neighborhood evangelism. eo many in your com- 
munity are waiting for the message it brings? Distribute 
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ing that he had killed Saul and by pre- 
senting David with Saul’s crown and 
bracelet, but David rebuked him and 
pronounced the penalty of death upon 
him because he had “slain the Lord’s 
anointed.” 

David showed his magnanimous spirit 
in having Saul’s afflicted grandson, 
Mephibosheth, brought to the palace. <nd 
given a permanent place at the king’s 
table. When Mephibosheth was five 
years old his nurse, fleeing with him 
in her arms, dropped him and caused 
him to be a cripple for life — “lame on 
both his feet.” Mephibosheth was over- 
whelmed by King David’s kindness, 
when he said, “Thou shalt eat bread at 
my table continually.” He fell on his 
face before him, saying, “What is thy 
servant, that thou shouldest look upon 
such a dead dog as I am?” And I can 
see poor crippled Mephibosheth every 
day hobbling into the royal dining room 
and hoisting himself laboriously up into 
his appointed place at the table, while 
David sliced him off a choice portion 
of the roast. These things give one a 
glimpse into the kingly heart of David. 

But, fellows, do not get the idea that 
David was perfect. No, he sinned; and 
he sinned very grievously. He broke 
four of the Ten Commandments in one 
week — the 6th, 7th, 8th, and 10th. But 
he repented and confessed and God for- 
gave him. 


JACKSONVILLE, N. C. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson:—Our Father, 
we thank Thee for the security that exists for 
all Thy people in all the days. Thou hast 
Thine 6wn plans for them, and it is Thy will 
that makes it possible for them to do great 
things in Thy name. As Thou didst give 
David special strength for the task that Thou 
didst set before him, so we look to Thee that 
we may receive whatever is needful for what 
Thou dost expect us to do. May we go for- 
ward with courage, and especially with trust 
in Thee to accomplish the work that Thou 
dost set before us. May we realize that great- 
ness in Thy service isa question of obedience 
to Thee, rather than one of ability in our 
own strength. We ask this in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If you had never 
read in the Scriptures the story of Da- 


vid you would never have thought of 
the kingly qualities that were brought 





DAVID 


REW re PLANS 
REAT AS HE OBEYED GOD'S DRPOSES 











to light in the life of that shepherd boy. 
David grew with his opportunities as he 
took his place in the kingdom. Saul had 
tried to put him to death by hunting 
him as a hunter after a partridge in the 
wilderness, but God had other plans. 
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When David was established as king, he 
became powerful in carrying out God’s 
plans. It is not so much that your plans 
and mine should make good in the life 
around us, but that God’s plans for our 
usefulness should be carried out in our 
lives. . If by the study of His Word, and 
constant prayer for light we find His 
will, we need not be troubled about 
enemies that seek to hinder or destroy 
us, but just to keep straight on in the 
course that God has made plain to us. 
Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
w 


The Young People’s 
Prayer NMootine 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 17 
1, Christian Endeavor at Its Best 
(Matt. 5:48; 1 Cor. 15:58) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 


HRISTIAN Endeavor at its best may 
be seen in its four cardinal princi- 
ples. They are: (1) open confession of 
Christ; (2) active service for Christ; 
(3) loyalty to Christ’s church; (4) fel- 
lowship with Christ’s people. 
4 
From its very beginning, the Chris- 
tian Endeavor movement has been con- 
ceived as an association of Christians, 
true followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Its pledge cannot be taken honestly by 
those who have not through faith con- 
fessed the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour, for it looks to Him for help, 
and covenants to pray and to read His 
Word and to do His will, which no one 
can or will do without having first ac- 
knowleged Him as Saviour and Lord. 
Where Christian Endeavor has compro- 
mised on this principle of confession of 
Christ, and has admitted to its voting 
membership those who have taken no 
stand for Him, it has been weakened 
and has lost its greatest usefulness for 
Christ. 7 
ye 


Active service for Christ, the second 
principle of Christian Endeavor at its 
best, is one that recognizes that most 
young people are not content merely to 
sign their names to a covenant or to 
a membership list. It recognizes that 
if one’s Christian confession and experi- 
ence are to be maintained at the high 
level at which they were begun, there 
must be an outlet of active Christian 
service. One reason why many Chris- 
tians do not grow is that their Christian 
experience has no outlet and therefore 
soon. becomes stagnant. Christian En- 
deavor at its best provides and encour- 
ages wholesome Christian exercise 
through participation in the weekly 
prayer meeting, through the work of 
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the various committees, through church 
attendance, through services conducted 
at missions, in jails, in the open air, and 


‘the like, and through its encourage- 
‘ment of active soul-winning upon the 


part of its members. - At its bést, Chris- 
tian Endeavor encourages its .members 
in the keepjng of the morning watch, 
— Bible reading and prayér and zealous 
and enthusiastic witnessing for Christ, 
—that trinity of fundamental Christian 
activity that is so necessary if our other 
activities are to be worth while. 
ye 

In its third essential, loyalty to Christ’s 
church, Christian Endeavor at its best 
recognizes the need of. Christian young 
people for identification with one of the 
various divisions of. that great company 
of all believers that we call. the Church 
of Christ. It is in some individual 
church, rather than in the Christian En- 
deavor movement as a whole, that young 
people can best be trained in Christian 
service and at the same time find the 
instruction in God’s Word which a 
church true to Christ offers. It is in a 
church true to Christ that young people 
may have the counsel and inspiration 
and discipline of older Christians that 
can mean so much in the life of a young 
believer. It is in the church that the 
greatest number of opportunities for 
Christian service can be found, and 
where young people can be trained in 
Christian giving. 

It is well to-emphasize here the im- 
portance of the wording of this third 
principle. It is loyalty to Christ’s 
church. A church that denies Him as 
the unique Son of God, or that ques- 
tions God’s Word is not one of Christ’s 
churches, and therefore cannot com- 
mand the loyalty of true followers of 
the Lord Jesus. ye 


The final principle of Christian En- 
deavor at its best, fellowship with 
Christ’s people, looks beyond the bhoun- 
daries of the individual church with 
which a group of young people may be 
directly connected to that larger fellow- 
ship of all believers the world over, 
and joins hands with other young peo- 
ple who have confessed Christ and are 
truly following Him in China, India, 
Africa, South America, and in the 
islands of the sea. ‘It can unhesitatingly 
join in fellowship, in worship, and in 
activity with those whose color may be 
different, and whose customs may be 
strange. But it cannot, at its best, join 
in worship or co-operate in religious 
activities with those who do not know 
and acknowledge and follow its Lord 
and Master, Christ Jesus. 

At its best, there is no place upon the 
Christian Endeavor platform, for pur- 
poses of worship, or inspiration, «or 
teaching, those who follow some other 
way, no matter how high may be the 
moral, or ethical, or educational stand- 
ing of such individuals. Such persons 
cannot worship God apart from His Son, 
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nor can- true followers of Christ worship 
with them. They have nothing to teach 
believers, for they do not know or recog- 
nize our Head, from whom all wisdom 
and knowledge come. 

Christian Endeavor at its best recog- 
nizes only one Way, the One who said, 
“No man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me” (John 14:6). At its best, Christian t 
Endeavor must exercise that same intol- 
erance that the Lord Jesus Himself 
showed when He spoke to Nicodemus of 
old those solemn words, “Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God” (John 3:3). 

PHILADELPHIA, 


eon accredited 


activities. Accelerated 
program for pre-induction 
college entrance. Students 
enjoy College atmosphere. 
Address the Dean, Box T-044 
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“And thank you, 
Father, 


that | can NOW have my 
Sunday School Lessons 
in pretty 


Colors 


and more easily learn about You” 


Teachers as well as children will be 


thankful, too, for no more coloring will 


be needed when you use the famous 


MANUAL OF VISUAL TEACHING 


IMPROVED INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM SERIES 
FOR YOUR FLANNELBOARD 


EVERY SUNDAY’S LESSONS WITH COMPLETE TEACHING 
INSTRUCTIONS AND COLORED CUT-OUTS 


13 Sunday School lessons 


$1.50 per quarter 


13 object lessons 


Order the current issue today 


Other Flannelgraph Materials 
SPECIAL BOOKS 


(Cut-outs in color unless otherwise noted) 


Creation and Old Testament Stories — Volume I. Creation 
through ieee by the well, $1.50. Volume II. Joseph 
through Elijah, $1.50. Volume III. Elisha and Elijah to 
Life of Christ. (Uncolored edition only.) $1.00. 


Bible Verses Visualized — Volume I. Contains Bible verses 
to be visualized and methods for teaching memory 
work, $1.50. 


Bible Verses Visualized — Volume II. A new enlarged vol- 
ume of 30 Bible verses with 48 pages of cut-outs, $1.50. 


Bible Songs Visualized — 
Visualized songs with cut-outs, $1.50. 


Animated Life of Jesus — A complete life of Christ told in 


pictures. Outline and pictures (uncolored), 50c. Com- 
plete with map of DuVella, $2.50. 


Free copy of Flannelgraph catalog upon request 


Christian Publications, Inc. 


Harrisburg, Pa. 


1517 N. Third Street 


SPECIAL STORIES 

(All with colored cut-outs) 
Samson’s Riddle - - + 
Phoning Heaven - - 
Convoys - - - 


The Birth of Jesus - - 
The Christian Soldier - 
* ‘Tale of Two Cities - - - 
There Was a Crooked Man 
The Second Coming of Christ 
The Two Ways-- - - «- - 
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Your Own 


Religious 


S Gift Shoppe 


ou ean order hundreds of useful religious 
items — Bibles, Books, Plax, Stationery, Greeting Cards, 
Gift Items, etc. — through one mail order service, at 
liberal discounts. 


Write today for our new 1944 Successful Buying 
Guide of 100 pages, featuring up-to-date fast-selling 
merchandise. 


THE CHRISTIAN LIGHT PRESS 
Dept. ST-SS Elizabethtown, Pa, 


. Through the Bible Study 
*: Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
: r, Paster 

For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
Young People’s and Missionary Socie- 


: ties, Vacation Bible Schools, Prayer 
; Meetings, and Home Study. 


Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas,Texas 


Do You Find It Hard to Witness to Your Roman 
Catholic Friends? ._Then you need this invaluable aid 


METHODS OF WITNESSING TO 
ROMAN CATHOLICS 


By J. H. Cardes; foreword by Dr. H. A. Ironside. 48 






Now 













jarge pages, attractive 2 color cover. 25c single copy; 
5 for $1. Profitable discount to booksellers. Order 
today from 


THE FUNDAMENTAL PRESS, *¢1,W-,"errison, st- 
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Who Will Preach the Gospel 
When the Church Is Gone? 


If you are a well-taught child of 
God, you know the answer — the 
Jews, of course. We call them some- 
times The Tribulation Jews. To 
them we must hand down our Torch 
of witness, that they may carry on, 
after we have heard the shout from 
heaven! 

And if this is true, then do you not 
see the categorical imperative in- 
volved? It means that the true 
church must now evangelize Israel 
with a fervor and intensity never 
known before, to oy that Rem- 
nant to take up ¢ Testimon once 

day of Grace is ended. is is 
the deeper meaning of the Jewish 
mission witness, and we are not asleep 
when it comes to an understanding of 
the inner workings and necessities of 
God’s dispensational program. ‘ 

If God leads you to fellowship with 
us in this divinely given task, we shall 
surely welcome your joining hands 
with us. The Chosen People is sent 
to contributors, and is proving a 
blessing to many of the Lord’s le 
in opening their eyes to present day 
prophetic fulfillments and meanings. 











AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 
27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn 6, N. Y. 


39 King William Street 
L Hamilton, Ontario - - Canada 
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Divine Glory and Light 
(Continued from page 613) 


sianic Psalm 16): “Thou hast made 
known to me the ways of life; thou shalt 
make me full of joy with thy counte- 
nance” (Acts 2:28). Christ is the light 
not of Israel only, but of all mankind. But 
He confessed again and again that all 
His light was the light of God the Father 
dwelling in Him and shining through 
Him. For as the Father hath life in 
Himself; so hath He given to the Son 
to have life in Himself (John 5:26). 
“And the life was the light of men” 
(John 1:4). Our Lord “walked” always 
in the light that the Father shone upon 
Him and shone forth from within Him. 

“As he is in the light.” Christ is the 
only Man who always walked in the 
light of the Father’s countenance; so 
that at every moment of His life on 
earth it could be said, “In him is no 
darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). In Christ 
only could the Father’s unclouded light 
be seen. Now that our Lord has as- 
cended into Heaven, He has.left us to 
be “lights” in the world (Phil. 2:15). 
Men can see God in no other way than 
through us. 

Light itself is invisible. This thought 
came to me in a flash. We are 
indispensable to God’s revelation of 
Himself. To be quite sure of this I 
wrote to our greatest astronomer to ask 
his opinion, (and I told him why I 
wrote!). Thisishisreply: “Light itself 
is only visible —i.e., only makes an im- 
pression on our senses—when it im- 
pinges directly on a retina. When it is 
traveling through space, we cannot see 
light, but only the objects on which it 
falls; even though these may be only 
specks of dust on the path of the beam 
of light.” w 
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James Finds the Teacher 
By Mrs. Willie Whiteley 


6c OTHER!” called James breath- 

lessly as he rushed into the 
kitchen where his mother was prepar- 
ing the evening meal. 

“Mother, my cousins told me the most 
wonderful things today. They have 
been hearing of a great prophet. They 
call him Jesus of Nazareth, and He goes 
about doing marvelous things. He heals 
the sick, the lame, and the blind; and 
He even cures the lepers. Tomorrow He 
is going to be near Capernaum. Our 
cousins are going to see Him. May I 
go, Mother? Please?” 

Mother said they would have to ask 
Father when he came home, and it was 
a happy James who went off to bed 
early that night with the promise that 
he might accompany his cousins on the 
morrow to see and hear the new Teacher. 

James could hardly wait to get off 
the next morning, but his mother in- 


September 2, 1944 


sisted that since the journey was long 
he must take a little lunch with him. 

“You may get hungry before you re- 
turn, and I am sending enough so that 
you may divide it with the others.” 
Then bidding him a fond good-by, she 
watched her boy start joyously on his 
journey. * 

Mother looked up the road many 
times that day wondering just what her 
son was hearing and seeing. 

She and her husband had done the 
chores and were sitting down to their 
evening meal when James came in, tired 
but even more enthusiastic than before. 

“Oh, Mother and. Father, how I wish 
you could have been with me today! 
I have seen and heard the most wonder- 
ful things! I did not know there were 
so many people in all the world. 

“Ana, oh, the Teacher was the most 
wonderful of all! He healed many pee- 
ple, and taught them, too, and the crowds 
of people listened to Him so quietly. 
And He said that we should love our 
enemies! Did you ever hear anything 
like that? His voice was so sweet and 
kind we could not help loving Him. 

“Before we knew it, the day was 
nearly gone and some of the people were 
getting hungry, but I hadn’t even 
thought of my lunch. Someone wanted 
to send the people away, but Jesus said 
to let them stay there and eat. No one 
else had brought anything, so I offered 
my lunch to Jesus. You know vou gave 
me more than I needed for myself, 
Mother. 

“Well, Jesus took my five harley 
loaves and the two little fishes and 
looked up into heaven. He thanked 
God, and then He gave pieces to twelve 
men whom he called disciples, and they 
broke off more pieces and gave it to 
the people who had sat down on the 
green grass. And, do you know, every 
one there had all he wanted, and 
then Jesus told them to pick up the 
fragments so that nothing should be 
wasted, and, there were twelve baskets 
full, and all that from just my little 
lunch! I wish you could know Him!” 

There was silence for a while, then 
the father said: 

“My son, I think you have done us 
all a great favor today. While listen- 
ing to you I have been remembering 
some things that I’d almost forgotten. 
When I was a lad about your age, I was 
with my father and others watching- 
our flocks by night when an angel came 
upon us, and we were sore afraid: - But 
the angel said, ‘Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of Da- 
vid a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.’ 
While you were talking, my heart was 
strangely warmed. I believe He is the 
One we are to follow. Yes, Mother, 
tomorrow we shall go with James and 
see this great Teacher for ourselves. 


Et Monte, CA.ir. 
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Books in Braille 
in Foreign Languages 


HERE is an increasing need to get 

spiritual reading matter into the 
hands of the blind. Miss Anna Vander 
Valk, who has felt a special call to this 
work, has been transcribing books in 
Braille in French, Spanish, and Portu- 
guese, as well as English. Some of her 
more recent transcriptions are: “Luke 
the. Physician and His Medical Lan- 
guage,” by Dr. Howard A. Kelly; “The 
Good. Shepherd,” by Dr. Robert C. Mc- 
Quilkin; and “Reading the Bible with 
the Tip of His Tongue,” by Addison C. 
Raws. 


There are many books available. in 
English and in the languages above 
named. They may be borrowed for any- 
one who can read Braille, and without 
any cost, from the Braille Circulating 
Library, Y.M.C.A. Building, Richmond, 
Va. 

we 


An Opportunity for Workers 
in the Home Field 


6¢¥ THOUGHT that I was a Christian 

until I came up here. They just 
showed me where I was standing. I 
thought because I was a church mem- 
ber and by the good works I was a 
Christian, but I found out I was not, 
and I just had half of my heart to the 
Lord Jesus until last night at camp- 
fire, I gave my whole heart to Jesus.” 
Thus wrote an eleven-year-old camper 
to one of the leaders of the Children’s 
Bible Mission. 

When the Mission was founded nine 
years ago, with headquarters at Lake- 
land, Fla., it had only three part-time 
workers. Today it has thirty full-time 
workers, and twenty branches in eight 
of the southeastern states. In 1935 the 
Mission had one children’s camp; this 
summer it is conducting eighteen weeks 
of camp in different localities. 

The Children’s Bible Mission was or- 
ganized by a group of Christian men 
and women who are banded together 
for the purpose of taking the Word of 
God to public school children, particu- 
larly in rural schools. The plan is to 
encourage them to memorize the Scrip- 
tures. When they learn John 3:16 they 
receive a Gospel of John; for twenty-five 
more verses, a New Testament; twenty- 
five more verses, a story book; fifty 
more verses, a wall motto; one hundred 
more yerses, a Bible; and one hundred 
more verses, or a total of three hundred, 
a week at a Christian camp. This year 
the Mission is reaching a hundred thou- 
sand children in the public schools regu- 
larly with the true Gospel message. 

The memory work is recited to the 
public schoolteacher who orders all 
awards from the nearest branch office, 
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FAITH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 
Eighth Year Opens September 19, 1944 
Faculty includes Dr. A. A. MacRae and Dr. J. O. Buswell, Jr. 
Fundamental Premillennial Scholarly 














PRAY FOR AND PLAN NOW TO ATTEND! 
Youth for Christ Victory Rally 


THIRD ANNIVERSARY 


WORD OF LIFE HOUR 


Broadcast over 26 Stations and by Short Wave Around the Werld 


MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 
Saturday, September 30, 1944, 7 p. m. 
Band and Choir Concert, 6 p. m. 

a 


18,000 FREE SEATS 
(NO TICKETS REQUIRED!) 


3,500 Voice Choir ¢ Special Music i 
Salvation Army Band CARLTON BOOTH 


@ PROMINENT SPEAKERS INTERDENOMINATIONAL 
At Last Rally 20,000 Attended, 10,000 Were Turned Away 


‘“‘WORD OF LIFE HOUR’’ BROADCAST 
Box 511, New York 8, N. Y. 





JACK WYRTZEN 
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tHomewar 


To be able to turn homeward: with a 
sense of work well done, ‘free from 
worry over financial necessities, is a 
mighty, factor in contentment during 
sunset years of life. 

Those years should be contented years. 
They can be. Investigate 


satisfying double dividends . . 
erous return on your money, regular 
dependable checks the rest of your 


. @ gen- 


life . . . plus the joy of knowing your 
annuity dollars are helping to give 
out the gospel to a needy world. 








Learn how youcan receive | 153 iatiote ) Pose, Chicago 10, Ill. 
1 Gentiem end me your interesting booklet, 
i DOUBLE “DIVIDENDS,” without obligation on my part. 
§ 1 Also booklet A. | am under 20. 
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Old Fashioned Revi 
Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


Mutual Network and 

ent Stations. Consult radio leg 
of local newspapers for statiens 
and times. 

CHARLES E. FULLER, Directer 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles 53, Calif. 


"Some recent additions 
to our blue-ster roll. 













Even a year or one 
semester in our 
newly accelerated 
courses before in- 
duction often ele- 
| wates the purpose- 
ful high school 
US) graduate to greater 

>, usefulness aa 
service man— may 
even advance him 


Prepared! 


ITH firm step and smiling coun- 

tenance, Huntington graduates go 

forth into the uncertain vicissitudes 
of the armed services. For their prepara- 
tion is complete and well-rounded. It in- 
cludes that vital trust in their Saviour 
which has been the fighting man’s mainstay 
from Cromwell’s time to now. 


From their liberal arts training they 

derive the poise and balanced judgment 
for which college men are becoming justly 
noted. Many of them are already experi- 
enced in hand, as in head, in the practical 
affairs of life. Best of all, they possess an 
inner etrengee of soul which is definitely 
Christian. They can way oe with Paul: 
“I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him against 
that day.” 


You may become an active partner with 

the College in the training for life of 
strong and aggressive young men and 
women like these. ife Annuity Con- 
tract with Huntington College makes you 
your own executor. Yields a fixed annual 
income for life. Saves or reduces taxes. 
And imparts a sense of personal security 
which may add years to your life 
expectancy. 








lt is to your interest 
to investigate. For com- 
plete information, 
please address Office of 
The President, Desk 
T0944 Huntington Col- 
lege, Huntington, 
Indiana. 
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Here are a few comments from the 
schools: 
“You are doing a wonderful work.” 


“All of my pupils are deeply interested 
in your Bible Memory Contest.” 


“Some of our teachers are using the 
Gospel of John as a supplementary 
reader.” 


“My pupils are very much better be- 
haved since they began this Bible Mem- 
ory Work.” 

Recently, at one of the regular Mon- 
day.prayer meetings in the Times office, 
Mr. G. A. Field, the traveling secretary, 
showed beautiful Kodachrome pictures 
of the work among the children in the 
Southland. The Mission is in need of 
several full-time workers who feel the 
call of God to this important ministry. 
Anyone interested should write to Mr. 
George W. Curtice, General Secretary, 
Box 1137, Lakeland, Fla. 


% 


Free Gospel Stationery 
for Servicemen 


6¢f“HAPLAIN, the Scripture passages 

on that stationery you gave me 
have given me a start for daily 
Bible reading. Each evening before I 
call the duties of the day finished, I read 
my Army New Testament which you 
gave me. The Word is becoming more 
precious to me day by day. Thanks 
again for the stationery. I shall never 
forget Fort Niagara and what the chapel 
there has meant to my life.” 


“Chaplain, today I received a letter 
from my parents in reply to a recent 
letter I wrote them. I used some of the 
Scripture stationery you gave me and 
my parents were much impressed by 
the fact that I would use such stationery. 
But, Chaplain, here is the best of all, 
because of those passages on my letter, 
they have taken to daily Bible reading 
in the home. Chaplain, I am so happy 
about this that I just had to tell some- 
one; so I am telling you. I am a born- 
again Christian and I am praying for my 
parents that they also might be given 
the Saving Light. Will you remember 
them in your prayers?” 

These portions of letters from soldiers 
were sent by the chaplain who received 
them to John Ferguson of Detroit, Mich., 
who supplies the Gospel stationery free. 
Since before Pearl Harbor he has been 
spreading the Gospel in Army camps, 
and providing chaplains with Gospel 
tracts. After prayer, Mr. Ferguson and 
his mother prepared the Gospel station- 
ery bearing the following verses: 1 
Peter 3:18, Romans 5:8, Acts 16:31, and 
on the envelope John 3:16. Clyde Dennis 
of the Good News Publishing Company, 
Chicago, set up a Free Stationery Fund 
and supplies Mr. Ferguson with the 
stationery for the chaplains. To date 
over 1850 chaplains have written for it 
and it has gone into 600 camps in this 
country and to bases in almost every 
theater of war throughout the globe. 
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The demand has been so great that there 
are now 300 chaplains on the waiting 
list for the stationery. 

Six dollars places a thousand en- 
velopes and 2000°sheets in the hands of 
a chaplain. It may be obtained from 
John Ferguson, 8998 North Martindale 
Ave., Detroit 4, Mich. 
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This Piece of Paper Is Precious! 


ES, this page is a piece of very pre- 

cious war material. For the greater 
the number of our boys that are sent 
overseas, the more paper is needed to 
protect their food and ammunition and 
weapons during ocean shipment. The 
faster our war production speeds, the 
more paper and paperboard are needed 
not only for packaging but for actual 
weapon-building. That’s why the Gov- 
ernment ask: you to conserve paper and 
to save used paper for your local sal- 
vage drive. 

How do you conserve paper? You 
make each piece, say, of writing paper, 
stretch — you write on both sides— you 
don’t tear up a piece when you make a 
mistake. You help your grocer and your 
druggist and your dry goods store save 
paper by carrying a market basket or 
bag when you shop and by not asking 
for double wrappings or extra wrap- 
pings. You cheerfully accept the manu- 
facturers’ simpler wartime packaging of 
your favorite foods and drugs and cos- 
metics. In short, you join in Uncle Sam’s 
big drive to save paper for where it’s 
needed most — right up there at the front 
line. 





Me 


Dr. Pettingill’s 
Speaking Engagements 


Sept. 19-21.—With Tommy Steele, Gospel 
broadcaster, Raleigh, N. C. 
Sept. 24-28.—First Presbyterian Church, 


Salisbury, N. C. 

Oct. 1-27.—Evansville, Ind., area. 

Oct. 29 to Nov. 5.—Calvary Baptist Church, 
Covington, Ky. 

Nov. 6-10.—Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Nov. 12-16.—Water Tower Baptist Church, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Nov. 19-24.—First Baptist Church, Butler, 
Pa. 


Nov. 26 to Dec. 1.—Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Dec. 3-7.—Central Baptist Church, Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 


Dec. 10-14.—First Baptist Church, Lebanon, 
Pa. 

Dec. 31 to Jan. %7.—Calvary Independent 
Church, Lancaster, Pa. 

Jan. 9-14.—Berachah Church, Philadelphia. 
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In each trial seek “first the kingdom of 
God, and his -righteousness,” and all 
other things shall be added: your seek- 
ing first the removal of the trial shows 
that you need the continuance of it.— 
Robert C. Chapman. 











Lesson for September 17 
With the New Books 


Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. By Philip 
E. Howard. (The Sunday School Times 
Co., 325 N. 13th St. Philadelphia 5, 
75 cents.) The friendship of these two 
men stretched out over a period of more 
than fifty years, beginning when they 
were school boys together in West Phila- 
delphia, and continuing on through their 
long association as Editor and Publisher 
of the Times, until Dr. Trumbull was 
called Home in January, 1941. With his 
loving, friendly touch, Dr. Howard gives 
intimate glimpses of his friend’s early 
days and a review of his outstanding 
achievements after he succeeded his 
father, Henry Clay Trumbull, as Editor 
of the Times. Then follow more than 
a dozen sections, giving the impressions 
of eleven of His intimate friends. 

Dr. Howard has called Dr. Trumbull 
an “Apostle of the Victorious Life,” and 
the personal sketches show that it is a 
well-chosen title. There is a testimony 
from A. P. Jones of Liverpool telling 
how he was saved through C. G. Trum- 
bull’s booklet, “The Life That Wins,” 
which has had a circulation of half a 
million copies in seventeen languages. 
Then there are letters from Cheesman 
A. Herrick, former president of Girard 
College, Philadelphia; Mrs. J. Harvey 
Borton, a member of the Council of the 
Victorious Life Testimony; Addison C. 
Raws, member of the same Council and 
director of the Keswick Colony of 
Mercy; Robert C. McQuilkin, president 
of Columbia Bible College; Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, president of Dallas Theological 
Seminary; Winifred Griffith Thomas, 
daughter of W. H. Griffith Thomas; Wil- 
liam R. Barbour, president of the Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company; William H. Chis- 
holm, a returned medical missionary 
from Korea; Charles E. Fuller, of the 
Old Fashioned Revival Hour; Paul W. 
Rood, president of the World’s Christian 
Fundamentals Association; and Charles 
Ernest Scott, the veteran missionary 
from China. Two pages of biographical 
notes at the conclusion of the seventy- 
page book give the outstanding facts of 
Dr. Trumbull’s life and work. 

All Trmes readers will be interested 
in this brief biography of the fearless, 
clear-thinking, “Valiant-for-the-Truth” 
who for thirty-eight years (1903-1941) 
was Editor-in-Chief of THe Sunpay 
Scuoot TIMEs. 


“Let Us Go On.” By W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, M.A., D.D. (Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$2.) A profound and scholarly student 
of the Scriptures and greatly beloved 
teacher has here gathered together in 
order his series of Bible readings on the 
Book of Hebrews. These messages have 
been given with great blessing in col- 
leges, schools, and at Bible conferences, 
and later in’ book form, this being a 
new edition of a deservedly popular 
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book of a few years ago. The theme 
suggested by the title is followed 
throughout, showing in the Epistle the 
secret of Christian progress. There is 
a valuable Introduction to the book, with 
outlines, and giving the key-words, such 
as “perfection,” “partakers,” and “better” 
which occurs twelve times. Also the chal- 
lenging phrase, “having... let us,” sug- 
gesting the necessity of appropriating 
what we possess. The glory of the per- 
son and work of Christ is presented, 
summing up the Epistle in two texts, 
“Thou art my Son” and “Thou art a 
priest.” 

Rich nuggets of spiritual truth stand 
out on every page, enlightening the mind 
and warming the heart. The work is 
equally suitable for .a study text, a 
source book, and for one’s own personal 
devotions. It will bear re-reading many 
times. 


A Pocket Guide for Winning Souls. 
Compiled by Leonard A. Unkefer. 
(Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, Chi- 
cago 10, 35 cents.) Here is a notebook of 
forty-four cards, three by four inches, 
joined by plastic spiral rings. There 
are a few introductory and concluding 
pages of suggestions and instructions. 
Most of the cards have on one side the 
references to single verses and on the 
other the text, all having to do with 
salvation. There is “A Suggested State- 
ment for One Accepting Christ,” and 
two pages on “How to Grow in Grace.” 
This is an attractive and convenient 
handbook for personal workers. 


The Magnificence of Jesus. By Harry 
Rimmer, D.D., Sc.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$2.50.) Here is Volume VI in a set of 
strong apologetics. They have been 
issued as a memorial to a young college 
student whom the author was enabled 
to help into a completely satisfying 
stability of faith, after he had found 
his Christian position assailed in college 
and university. Dr. Rimmer, noted for 
his scientific research, is very familiar 
with the amazing revelations of the 
microscope in magnifying the wonders 
of nature. He marveled at the Scrip- 
tural injunction to “magnify” the Lord, 
but in his opening pages he points out 
that a magnifying glass does not actu- 
ally enlarge or change that which is 
looked upon, but only gives the ob- 
server a broader, deeper vision from 
which additional knowledge may be 
gained. In this sense he can and does 
magnify the Lord, and the Bible itself 
is the instrument through which he 
looks. 

The book of ten chapters and more 
than three hundred pages is a marvel- 
ous study of the deity and the glory of 
the Lord Jesus Christ as Son of God, 
the God-Man, our Prophet, Priest, and 
King. The chapter on the attributes of 
God as seen in Christ will stir the heart 
to the very depths with its profound 
exposition of how and why the Gospel 
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“ “ 
Stopping the Stork 
Discusses problems that perplex many people. 
Readers of other Shadduck books know this 
one. will have gripping interest. Postpaid for 


2 dimes. $1 bill will get it and any 4 books 
listed below at 20 cents each. 


“Mistakes God Did Not Make,” “Man, the 
Harness Maker,” “Dust and Deity,” “Rastus 
Agustus Explains Evolution,” “Alibi, Lulla- 
by, By-by,” ““Jocko-Homo Heavenbound,” 
“Puddle to Paradise,” ““Toadstool Among 
the Tombs,” “Gee-Haw of the Modern 
Jehu,” “Eagle Wings” (new book), and if 
you want a surprising exposure of the Ruther- 
ford “Witnesses,” get “Seven Thunders of 


Millennial Dawn.” 
Homo Publishing Co. Ashtabula, Ohio 








“We Cry Unto Thee: 
For Help” 


Seventeen sick and wounded, and a crew of 
six, in an army transport plane crash-landed 
on a coral reef, the water waist-high in the 
shattered cabin. “Oh most powerful and glori- 
ous Lord God? they prayed, “we cry unto Thee 
for help” Happily, help did come. 

You may not be called on for active service. 
But there is one thing you can do. You can see 
to it that, through the American Bible Society, 
the Word of God is made available to our 
Armed Forces wherever they are. 

And for the future—remember, when you 
buy an American Bible Society Annuity 
Agreement you not only help further the 
work of distributing the Bible and New Testa- 
ments, at the same time you receive as high 
as 7% returns, Investigate this Plan at once! 


re URGENT! MAIL eo 
{ American Bible Society, | 


Bible House, New York, N. 













i 0 ene send me, without obligation, your | 

| booklet 88-25 entitled “A Gift That Lives?” 
ip I enclose $......... to provide Testaments 

1 or our boys. 1 
Name......... 

| Address SI ee 

i i TG OT ASE State.......... ae ! 
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THE FATHER’S HOUSE 


The cure for the troubled heart 


One of James H. McConkey’s best messages. 
SENT FREE. Write 


SILVER PUBLIGHING SOCIETY 
Dept. ST, Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 














Free Tithing Leaflets 


FREE to any Evangelical Christian minister, Sunday 
school or missionary superintendent, one copy of 

's of Heaven” for each family in his 
congregation, peer he willagree to givea clk o 
Tithing before distribution. Write, stating denomina- 
tion and number of leaflets desired, to 


TITHER 710-S Title Insurance Bidg. 


Los Angeles 13, California 
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ii)’ BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Monthly Publication, ‘‘The Bible Today” 
Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered by 
New York State Regents to grant degrees in Theology and Christian 
Education, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical 
Course diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 
Write for catalog. 


Be Sure to Read 
“Visits With Mexico’s Indians” 


A new book by Arch McKinlay 


Travel in the Mexico thattourists never 
see, with a missionary who works like a 
modern John Wycliffe, giving modern 
Aztecs the New Testament. See what 
108 Bible translators are doing. Learn 
about Mexico’s 3,000,000 Indians. 
Short, non-technical chapters in popu- 
lar form. Thoroughly readable. 88 
pages. Attractive cover. Suitable for 
gift. At 75c acopy postpaid from the 
author at BRANDAMORE, PA., or 


The WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATORS, Inc. 
1308 N. Louise Glendale 





7, 








<i CARDS Etc. 
“MOTTOES 


Scripture Text Cards 
are now available for new 
cusiomers. You earn profit 
up to 100 per cent. n- 
ized groups raise funds by 
selling our 7 mee line of 
20 asso’ ds. Petoerienes 
ome weend $1.00 for De- 
Luxe Assortment be 
Chyistmas or Everyday Foides 
and we will include as a gift 
= of eur new hymn books. 

ples sent on l 
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saves. “The Psychology of the Virgin 
Birth” presents the theme in an unusual 
way and with inexorable logic. The 
work is scholarly and spiritual, but with 
refreshing and delightful human touches 
and many wonderful illustrations of 
Bible truth. It is a moving picture of 
the greatness of God as revealed in our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


The Man Among the Myrtle Trees. 
By Evelyn M. McClusky. (Miracle Book 
Club, Inc., 1652 Noble Drive, N.E., At- 
lanta, Ga., 75 cents.) Zechariah is some- 
what hard to understand: Here is a 
handy commentary, — 133 pages, pocket- 
size,— explaining its important proph- 
ecies. Mrs. McClusky, the well-known 
founder of the Miracle Book Club, ac- 
knowledges the help of the Holy Spirit; 
and expresses her gratitude to. Dr. 
Charles Feinberg of Dallas Theological 
Seminary and David Baron for valu- 
able records and interpretations of hard 
passages. 

The title comes from Zechariah 1:8- 
11, and the “man among the myrtle 
trees” is the angel of the Lord, and here 
the Hebrew may be translated “The 
angel of God’s face.” As Mrs. McClusky 
points out, he is undoubtedly the Son 
of God Himself. As in all her writings, 
she is careful to make clear the way of 
salvation at frequent intervals, and to 
find Christ Himself in the symbols and 
types of this prophetic book. There is 
much here to make the unsaved hungry 
and thirsty for more,-and a wealth. of 
comfort and cheer for those who already 
know the Lord. It is a rich devotional 
study, as well as a useful Bible study 
handbook for Miracle Book Club chap- 
ters, and other groups. 


The Saviour’s Invitation. By Hyman 
Appelman. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., . $1.50.) 
Hyman Appelman has something of’the 
pungency and directness of Finney, along 
with a bit of winsomeness. Yet he says 
of the eighteen messages which make 
up this volume that they are neither 
original nor oratorical, but rather the 
blood, sweat, tears, hope, and faith of 
a humble preacher. Some of the eight- 
een, such as “The Needed Revival,” 
“The Soul-Winner’s Promise,” and “Con- 
quering Prayer,” are passionate appeals 
to the Christian to take time out for 
God and to pay the price He always 
asks for a Holy Ghost visitation. Others, 
like “The Saviour’s Invitation” and 
“Christ’s Greatest Question,” are tender 
importunate entreaties to the unsaved. 
But every message is fraught with words 
that yearn and burn until the reader 
is constrained anew to join the band of 
men whose hearts God hath touched. 

A well-known Jewish revivalist, Mr. 
Appelman has traveled widely over the 
country and seen thousands brought to 
the Lord,—a success which he declares 
is due far more to prayer than to preach- 
ing. 
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On Runways of Love. By the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod. (Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis 18, Mo., 25 
cents.) A deaf woman had just heard a 
young man declare himself a skeptic. 
“Did you say you are an epileptic?” she 
cried putting a hand to her ear. It is 
on the basis that unbelievers are indeed 
spiritual epileptics that this little study 
on soul-winning has been written. And 
the only remedy offered is to bring them 
to Jesus. Various Bible examples are 
cited to show the methods used, — Peter, 
Nathanael, the Samaritan woman, Mat- 
thew, Nicodemus, the paralytic, Zac- 
cheus, twice-won Thomas, and others. 
Even the rich young ruler is included 
as encouragement to those who fail. 

Part two in the book bespeaks the 
“Joy of Giving,” in all its eleven chap- 
ters, and does it by way of Bible text, 
explanations of unusual ihterest, and -an 
illustrative story for every page. 

Like all Missouri Synod volumes pub- 
lished for missionary education, the 
book’s make-up, in print and picture, as 
well as content, is exceptionally fine, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 11 to 17 

Mon.—2 Samuel 2:1-7. David King over Judah. 

PRAYER SucGcestions: “They anointed 
David king over the house of Judah.” 
God’s time is always the best time. Da- 
vid’s delays on the way to kingship were 
all in God’s plan for him and for his 
people. God always does just the right 
thing at the right time. God leads His 
dear children along gently. David’s 
seven years and six months rule over 
Judah, long delayed, fitted in with God’s 
plan to give him the throne of Israel. 
Be patient. Wait God’s time. Rest in 
His faithfulness. Pray for the Hebrew 
Christian Alliance of America, 520 W. 
Melrose Avenue, Chicago 13. 
Tues.—2 Samuel 5:1-5. 

David King over Israel and Judah, 

PraYER Succestions: “They anointed 
David king over Israel.” David waited 
patiently for God to give him the prom- 
ised kingship over the entire nation. 
He did not, nor do we ever, wait in vain 
for the fulfillment of God’s promises. 
In David’s triumph we have a glimpse 
of Christ’s coming rulership of the world. 
He shall reign with great power and 
glory. Pray for the Bible Meditation 
League, 810 Buckeye Bldg., Columbus.15, 
Ohio. 


Wed.—2 Samuel 5:6-12, 
The Kingdom Established. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “David went on, 
and grew great, and the Lord God of 
hosts was with him.” Enemies were 


subdued, and the nation was firmly es- 














‘Lesson for September 17 


The Sunday School Gines 


President: Pxamip E,. Howarp 
Vice-President: Harry J. JAEGER 
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Editor: Pump E. Howarp, Jr. 
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Subscription Rates 
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foreign: add 50 cents. 

Christian Youth: 80 cents per year; 50 
cents, five or more copies in a package 
to one address. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 18th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








tablished through the blessing of God. 
Peace and prosperity are more due to 
God’s mercy than to our shrewdness. 
The God who was with David and gave 
him joy after sorrow is also your 
strength and salvation. Pray for the 
Russian Gospel Association, 64 W. Ran- 
dolph St., Chicago 1. 
Thurs.—1 Chron, 17:7-15. 
Jehovah’s Promises to David. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “The Lord will 
build thee an house.” God does splen- 
didly by His servants. By great and 
precious promises He encourages them 
to higher service and happiness. It was 
so in God’s dealings with David. He 
exercised his faith, quickened his labors, 
and thus led him on to higher heights 
of service and joy. God’s promises are 
so many wonderful doors of hope and 
happiness for His people. Believe them; 
claim them. Pray for Scott Mission (for 
Jews), 726 Bay St., Toronto, Can. 


Fri.—1 Chronicles 17:16-27,. David’s Faith. 

PRAYER Succestions: “O Lord, there is 
none like thee, neither is there any God 
beside thee.” By faith David saw the 
eternal world. In the light of nature 
and God’s word he saw His greatness; 
in His faithfulness he saw His glory; and 
in His promises His loving-kindness. 
You, too, can and should see the Lord 
Jesus in the Word and in your mercies. 
Is: He not the. Author and Finisher of 
your faith? Pray for the Mission to 
Churchless Communities, 153 Institute 
PL; Chicago 10. 
Sat.—Jeremiah 3:11-18. 

Jehovah Enthroned among the Nations. 

Prayer SuccestTions: “Thy shall call 
Jerusalem the throne of the Lord.” God 
now, by His providence and Spirit, rules 
the nations. World powers are subject 
to Him, But the Lord shall rule in Zion, 
and send forth His law from Jerusalem. 
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The world’s rejected king will return, 
as promised, to reign in person over all 
the earth. Let us rejoice before the 
Lord for He cometh to judge the earth 
in righteousness. Pray for Christ for 
America (Movement), Land Title Bldg., 
Philadelphia 10. 


Sun.—Psalm 125:1-5. 
Jehovah Protects His People. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “As the moun- 
tains are round about Jerusalem, so the 
Lord is round about his people from 
henceforth even for ever.” God has a 
present interest in every individual 
Christian. “The eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous.” They are the sheep 
of His pasture, the children of His house- 
hold. His face is toward them, and He 
will bless them. His protecting care is 
perfect. Expect only good from His 
hand. Pray for Covenant House (for 
Jews), 905 College St., Toronto, Can. 
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REN LIPPENRoYS \CHOOL 





** Asheville 71 ( 


Dr. (Robert C. McQuilkin, President 


In mountain woods 2400 feet above 
sea level, “Land of Sky.” Standard 
accredited high school college 
preparatory course. High .educa- 
tional standards. Small classes. 
Individual attention. Spiritual 
atmosphere. Pre-induction train- 
ing. Moderate rates. Payments 
may be made monthly. Fall term . 
opens September 12. 


Write principal, 
Jonathan G. Williams, M.A.Bib.Ed. 


a 














Five Bible Study Books 
offered te You 
Without Money Cost! 





| 


= 


eB 
/ Ey GE 


RAEN - 
| RRR 





These books will increase the efficiency of every 
Christian worker using them. This offer provides 
an;easy way to obtain them. 


CRUDEN’S CONCORDANCE 


An index of the Bible by words. Locates un- 
familiar verses. 


SMITH’S BIBLE DICTIONARY 


Brief explanations of Bible names, places, and 
customs. 


THE BIBLE TEXT BOOK 


An index of the Bible by subjects. 


THE SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE 
Chain references on the t teachings of the 
Bible, with quleathery astas on the} pages 
where needed. 


A YEAR’S BIBLE COURSE 


Prepared by Charles H. Morgan, for use with 
the Scofield Reference Bible. 





you are working for. 


send the five books to YOU, postpaid. 
must be in U.S.A. only. 





Please be sure to send all TWELVE subscriptions in at one time. 
Mail your post card TODAY! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


How You Can Get There Books 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give all five of these books in return for 
only 12 NEW twenty-four weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1.00 each. Their 
retail value is $9.45. This offer applies only to subscriptions in the U.S.A. 

A postal card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies of the 
TIMES, circulars, and an order blank.’ Hand the samples to a number of your friends, 
tell them what THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES can do for them, and tell them what 


When you obtain twelve subscriptions, send the names and addresses witha remit- 
tance of $12.00. Upon receipt, we will enter the names on our subscription list, and will 
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